& St. Matthew’s Anglican Church

“We are called to share God’s love as we welcome and care for our community.”

Address:
St. Matthew’s Anglican Church
1600 Norfolk St.
Windsor, Ontario

NOE 1H5

Sunday Services
8:00 am said Holy Eucharist
10:00 am Holy Eucharist
with the Choir

Fellowship Hour to follow

The Rev’d Gilles Haché is
in office by appointment.

Contact:
Church Office Phone:

519-969-1510

Cell phone: 519-259-2420 ||Rector: The Reverend Gilles Haché

or by email: Deacon: The Reverend Glenda Fisher
stmatthewswindsor@diohuron.org | | pagtoral Musician: Michael Ricketts
Guest Presider: The Reverend Mark Wilton

gilleshache@diohuron.org

Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/ “With gratitude for all stewards of the land, past,
saintmatthewswindsor present and future, we acknowledge that the St.
p Matthew’s community gathers on the traditional
Website:

territory of the Three Fires Confederacy of First
Nations, which includes the Ojibwa — keepers of the
faith; the Odawa — keepers of trade; and the

www.saintmatthewswindsor.ca

Potawatomie — keepers of the fire.”

Please Note: Free-will offerings may be placed in the collection plate
at the back of the church.
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Prelude: Pastorale (D.Zipoli)
Processional: Every Valley Glory & Praise #14

The Gathering of the Community

Green Book p. 185

The Lighting of the Candle
REFRAIN: Christ, be our light!

Deacon: The third candle we light in this advent season is ...... We
light the candle of Joy.

All: We rejoice in the Lord always, and again we say: Rejoice!
May the Joy fill our hearts, our homes, and our world. The joy of the
Lord is our strength. Thanks be to God for the gift of joy!
REFRAIN

The candle is lit

Deacon: Today we light the third candle,..... God has already planted
it in us.

All:  We rejoice, for God’s joy is planted in us and shines
through our lives. We open our hearts to joy, trusting God has already
sown it within us. Thanks be to God.

REFRAIN

Kyrie Eleison and Absolution Green Book p. 186
Collect of the Day Green Book p. 270
The Proclamation of the Word

First Reading: Isaiah 35

Psalm # 146: 4-9 Green Book p. 905

REFRAIN: Our God opens blind eyes and straightens the bent.
Second Reading: James 5 :7-10
The Gospel: Matthew 11 :2-11
Homily



Anthem: A Shoot Shall Come Forth Out of Jesse  (R. Horn)

The Apostles’ Creed Green Book p.189
Prayers of the People Response: Hear our prayer
The Peace

The Celebration of the Fucharist

Offertory Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  Blue Book #89
(verses 1,2,3,&4)

Prayer Over the Gifts Green Book p. 271
Eucharistic Prayer #3 Green Book p. 198
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord Blue Book #735
The Lord’s Prayer Green Book p. 211
The Breaking of the Bread #5 Green Book p. 212

Presider: God of promise,
you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom.
All:  Happy are those who are called
to the supper of the Lamb.

Lamb of God

Communion: God Shall Gather In (Huck-Alonso)

Prayer After Communion Green Book p. 271
Doxology Green Book p. 214

Recessional: Prepare the Way, O Zion Blue Book #102
Postlude: Prepare the Way (Swedish folk tune, 14th century, arr. J. Mansfield)

Welcome visitors — we are blessed you are with us.
Please let us know how we can serve you. If you desire, there are
“Visitor’s Envelopes” on the table at the back

The Christmas flowers are given to the Glory of God,

and as dedicated by the St. Matthew’s families
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Scheduled Ministers for Today's Liturgy:
Cantors: Jody Ness, Beth Felet
Lectors: Helen Johnson, Mary Grace Weir ~ Intercessor: Mary Bromley
Communion Ministers: Alisa Yednoroz, Luiz Montebello
Collection Supervisor: Roger Wurdemann
Sidespersons: Gail Yascheshyn, Gail Henderson

Church Nurse (by appointment): Mary Louise Drake
Marlborough School Breakfast this week: Cooks: Audrey & Mark
Goldspink, Dianne Iannicello; muffins: Pat Lown

Next Sunday Readings, December 21, 2025 — [saiah 7 :10-16; Ps 80 : 1-7, 16-
18; Romans 1 :1-7; Matthew 1 :18-25.

The Journey, Advent/Christmas Newsletter - Hard copies available in the
narthex, or full colour PDF on our website.

Bake Sale — TODAY after the 10 am service.
Vestry Meeting - Sunday, January 18, 2026, after the 10 am service.

Special Services Advent/Christmas
Fourth Sunday of Advent - Dec 21 Advent Wreath—Love
Christmas Eve - Wednesday, Dec 24, 4:00 pm and 7:00 pm (Candlelight Service)
Christmas Day - Thursday, Dec 25 - Holy Eucharist Service, 9:00 am
First Sunday After Christmas - Dec 28, 8:00 and 10:00 am
The Feast of the Epiphany - Sunday, Jan 4, 2026, 8:00 and 10:00 am

Our Leadership Team
Mary Louise Drake, Warden 519-966-4585
Rod Reid, Warden 519-966-4203
Ann Hucal, Deputy Warden 519-734-8660
Janet Snyder, Deputy Warden 519-984-3319




Reflection of the Week Sunday, December 14

In this passage, John the Baptist—who is in prison—sends his
disciples to ask Jesus: “Are you the one who is to come, or should we
expect someone else?”” Jesus responds not with a direct “yes” or “no,”
but by pointing to the signs of the Kingdom: “The blind receive sight,
the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor.”

This moment is powerful because:

-Faith and doubt coexist: Even John, the great prophet, wrestled with
uncertainty. Jesus doesn’t condemn him but reassures him through
evidence of God’s work.

-The Kingdom is revealed in action: Jesus shows that the Messiah is
known not by titles but by deeds of compassion, healing, and justice.
-True greatness is humility: Jesus honors John as more than a prophet,
yet reminds us that even the “least in the kingdom of heaven” is
greater—pointing to the radical inclusivity of God’s grace.

Questions for Reflection

1.Where in my life do I wrestle with doubts about God’s presence or
plan?

2.How do I recognize the signs of God’s Kingdom around me—in acts
of kindness, healing, or justice?

3. What does it mean for me personally that “the least in the kingdom
of heaven is greater than John”?

4.How can I bring hope and reassurance to others who are struggling
with doubt, as Jesus did for John?

Blessings to you and yours, Gilles+




