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At St. Matthewõs Church 

The Journey 

òWe are called to share Godõs love as we welcome  

and care for our communityó   

 On this Day of Resurrection we celebrate that our long journey through the 

Lenten wilderness has come to an end. What began on Ash Wednesday with signs 

of ashes and words of repentance has ended today with the proclamation of a more 

powerful reality: light and life have triumphed over death and despair. Jesus lives, 

and calls us ð the church ð into a celebration of that God-given life which never 

ends. And so, we begin our season of singing 'Alleluias', and we affirm what we be-

lieve to be true: Christ is risen ð he is risen indeed!  

 But what about tomorrow, and the tomorrow after that? How will the res-

urrection of Jesus continue to bear fruit in the days ahead? We can find an answer 

by turning to the post-resurrection encounters found in our gospels. Those disci-

ples who interacted with Jesus after that first Easter were told: òGo!ó Where exact-

ly were they asked to go? The gospels (along with the first chapter of The Acts of 

the Apostles) describe how the disciples were commissioned by the risen Jesus to 

simply GO into the world! GO and spread the message... GO and make disciples... 

GO and follow where Jesus would lead them. Just GO! Christians all over the 

world are beneficiaries of the fact that the first disciples never shrank from that 

task. As a result of their ògoingó, we too have received their precious message of 

resurrection and life and hope.  

 In this Easter season, it is good for us to ask the questions: òWhere is Jesus 

asking me to go?ó and  òWhere is Jesus asking us to go?ó Wherever it may be, we 

can give thanks that in Christ, God has empowered us to be bearers of some very 

good news. And we can thank God for equipping us to reach out with courageous 

compassion and love, to a world that still hungers for so much. Let us GO, and let 

us take with us God's promise of renewed life.  

A blessed and joyous Easter to you all!  Andreas + 

A Message from Our Rector 

Death has been swallowed up in victory. 

Where, O death, is your victory? 

Where, O death, is your sting?ó 
 

1 Corinthians 15:54-55 
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Ask the Rector     A regular column in which you get to ask whatever is  

on your mind. (All submissions will be considered anonymous.) 

Q: Can you explain the tradition of making the sign of the cross?  
 

A: Anglican liturgy offers some flexibility in gestures, including that of making the sign of the cross. It is 

not necessary, but we are invited to use the gesture if we find it meaningful. This is an ancient sign, and 

consists of touching the forehead, then the heart, followed by left shoulder and right shoulder. The phys-
ical act serves as a reminder of the symbol which lies at the centre of our faith. When we teach our chil-

dren what the gesture means, we say that we're asking God to be òin our headsó, òin our heartsó, òand 

in all of meó. We might also remind them (if applicable) that at their baptism, they received the sign of 

the cross on their foreheads with holy chrism (oil). 

   When making the sign of the cross, it is common to add an expression of faith: òIn the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amenó. In our Sunday liturgies, worshippers may sign 

themselves with the cross during a priestly blessing (either after the Confession of Sin, or at the conclu-

sion of the liturgy). While the priest (or bishop) makes the sign of the cross over the congregation, the 

people are invited to show their reception of the blessing by signing themselves with the cross. By doing 

so, we are in a sense affirming the words of St. Paul in his letter to the Corinthians:  

 òFor the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved it is the power of God.ó (1 Corinthians 1:18.)  

 
 

Stay tuned for other fascinating questions and answers! Andreas + 

T H E  J O U R N E Y  

 Everybody is welcome to attend our meetings, usually on the third  Wednesday 

of the month, starting at 7:30 PM, in the choir room. Next Meeting: April 15   

 

   On behalf of the Parish Council,  

we hope all have a wonderful  

Easter, rich with friends and family.  

 

 2015 marks St Matthewõs 60th Anniversary, and Mike Rickettsõs 40th year with us. Plans are 

unfolding for celebrations in September. In addition, we are looking at a luncheon celebrating our pa-

rishioners who are over 90. 

 New LED lights in the church hall provide better lighting and will reduce 

our electrical costs (26 bulbs using 19-Watts, compared to old 150-Watt bulbs will 

save over 3400 watts per hour of use).  We are continuing to resolve church 

cleaning company concerns, and owning our hot water heaters to eliminate rental 

costs.  A new storm door will be installed at the front entrance of the rectory. 

 We are planning a yard sale for June 20, 2015 . Many hands make the work much lighter, 

and we look forward to lots of help. Types of donations and times for drop-off to come. In addition, we 

plan to sell food (possibly hotdogs, hamburgers and sausages). 

 Sunday School has a new coordinator, Jennifer McAlpine, and we have a number of individu-

als who will be teaching. 

 Financially, givings to the end of February have increased over last year, but we have again 

had higher than expected costs, such as for snow removal. We are confident that we will overcome 

our current operating deficit of ~$3000 by the end of the year. 

From Our Parish Council 
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Resurrection 

Paschal Candle lifted high, 

Christ is risen. 

Choir sings Easter harmony, 

Christ is risen. 

Organ plays its joyful chords, 

Christ is risen. 

Prayers are said and hymns are sung, 

Christ is risen. 

Bells are pealing far and wide, 

Christ is risen. 

Let the Heavens and Earth rejoice, 

 Christ is risen!  

    From: òCeltic Prayers and Reflectionsó by 

Jenny Child. 2008, Columbia Press, Scotland, U.K. 
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 Excerpt and illustration from:  òThe Easter Story Retoldó 

by George Cornell; published in the Religion section of 

The Windsor Star on Saturday, March 25, 1989.   
"Reprinted with Permission of the Associated Press"  

He is Risen 


