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At St. Matthewõs  

The Journey 

òWe are called to share Godõs love as we welcome  

and care for our communityó   

A Message from Our Rector 

N E W S L E T T E R  O F 

ST. MATTHEWõS  

A N G L I C A N  C H U R C H   

 1 6 0 0  N O R F O L K  S T .   

 W I N D S O R ,  O N T A R I O 

 N 9 E  1 H 5 

Andreas + 

Our empty church  

- like the empty tomb -  

holds the promise of new 

life to St. Matthewõs   
 

More on pages 3,  7 and 14... 

òThen Jesus said to them, òDo not be afraidéóó  Matthew 28:10  

With the celebration of Holy Week and Easter, the Christian community plunges into the 

heart of the gospel. We encounter what lies at the core of our faith: the life, death, resur-

rection and ascension of Jesus. In our Easter festivities, we may not always fully appreciate 

how terrifying it must have been for the followers of Jesus at that first Easter. The horror 

of Jesusõ crucifixion was followed shortly afterward by the fear of not knowing what lay 

ahead. Would they ð the disciples ð be next? Would the Roman officials come searching 

for them in the dead of night? What did the way forward look like? What did God have in 

store for them? Those who had been loyal to Jesus were now faced with a debilitating 

fear. There was no script for what lay ahead. Fortunately for us, we are left with docu-

mentation of how the rest of the Easter story unfolds; scripture describes how the risen 

Christ appeared to the fearful disciples, and we learn how their lives were transformed 

through Godõs powerful Spirit. These followers of Jesus took their first tentative steps 

into the unknown, and day by day they discovered that God was at work in their midst, 

shaping them and directing them in ways that they could not have dreamed of. In some 

ways, we are very much like those first terrified disciples. Like them, we know what it 

feels like to step into the unknown. We, too, know fear and uncertainty, especially when 

our lives are impacted by unexpected illness or tragedy. For so many of lifeõs experiences, 

there really is no script for what lies ahead. But thatõs not entirely true! There is a script. 

There is a plan. There is a vision for the future. And every so often, those who are atten-

tive in turning to God are granted glimpses of this future. It is Godõs òresurrection fu-

tureó, which consists of new LIFE, new JOY and new LOVE. These are the very gifts that 

burst forth from that dark and empty tomb on the first Easter morning. These are the 

gifts which Christ poured out for the world, and they are even now poured out for us. 

Godõs Easter people are blessed with the precious gifts of life, joy and love. May these 

resurrection blessings empower us all to step into the future ð whatever it 

may bring ð as people of hope. A blessed Easter to you all!  
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T H E  J O U R N E Y  

ALSO:  www.anglicansonline.org 
         

An interesting website featuring 

links to various other Anglican 

sites around the world. 

 

NEWS FROM OUR DIOCESE  
    The Right Revõd Linda Nicholls was elected coadjutor bishop by the Synod of 

our Diocese of Huron. The 216 lay delegates and 124 clergy in attendance voted 

over three rounds of ballots, among eight candidates, electing Bishop Nicholls as 

the first woman bishop in Huron.  òI am delighted that the people of Huron gath-

ered in Synod have called the Rt. Revõd Linda Nicholls to the office of coadjutor 

bishop for the Diocese of Huron. She is a gifted and faithful leader who will help 

chart our future to that place where God-in-Christ wills us to be. I very much 

look forward to working with heró said Bishop of Huron, the Right Revõd Robert 

Bennett upon announcing the results. As coadjutor bishop, the Rt. Revõd Linda 

Nicholls will become the 13th Bishop of Huron when Bishop Bennett retires. 

NEWS FROM OUR DIOCESE 

Election of our Coadjutor Bishop ñ St. Paulõs Cathedral, London, ON.   Feb. 13, 2016  

     The Rt. Revõd Linda Nicholls is Doctor of Ministry and honorary Doctor of Divinity (Wycliffe College, 

University of Toronto, 2002 and 2008 respectively.) She was ordained a deacon in 1985, a priest in 1986 

and on February 2, 2008, she was consecrated bishop suffragan for the Diocese of Toronto.  

  Have you joined our e-mail communication list? It is the fastest and most environmentally 

friendly way to receive communications from our clergy. Enroll at  saintmatthewswindsor@gmail.com   

   Do you receive òThe Journeyó by e-mail? You could get your newsletter in PDF in full colour 

by joining the e-mail distribution list. Request your subscription at irene.savva3691@gmail.com 

  Also, check out these websites and stay connected at all levels of Anglicanism:   
 

        St. Matthewõs Church       saintmatthewswindsor.ca 

      Deanery of Essex                   essexdeanery.com 

      Diocese of Huron        diohuron.org 

      Anglican Church of Canada      Anglican.ca 

      Primate's World Relief  

          and Development Fund (PWRDF)  pwrdf.org and Fredsays.ca 

 Our St. Matthewõs Delegation: Wally Atkinson stepped forward as lay 

delegate to Synod just two weeks prior to the election. On that cold morning, he 
was ready to go at 6:30 am. The weather was particularly inclement as they ap-

proached the London area, causing them to arrive a few minutes late; Wally wor-
ried about not finding a pew, but of course there was room...right at the front! 

(see photo, right ). Wally thought it was great to be up close and able to fully 
appreciate the hymns, the service and the event.  Matt Bulley , also lay delegate, 

thought the process was smooth and well organized; he perceived Bishop 
Nicholls as confident and considered her a good speaker. Matt said it was nice to 

see Bishop Bob again. Our Deacon, the Revõd Cathy MacKendrick, expressed 
that although the result was somewhat unexpected for some (a female Bishop 
and a candidate coming from a different Diocese), it is a sign of our Dioceseõs 

willingness to welcome change and move forward; Revõd Cathy is looking for-
ward to an opportunity for the congregation to meet Bishop Nicholls, adding that 

òshe is delightful.ó St. Matthewõs own Gordon Drake , who attended as principal 
of Canterbury College, also mentioned that these òfirstsó for our Diocese are 

very encouraging and exciting. In the words of our rector, the Revõd Andreas 
Thiel: òWe have grown accustomed to hearing from our leadership that òthings 

are changing for the church.ó Well, this election is a wonderful example of things 
changing in our diocese. Bishop Lindaõs expertise and wisdom will be a great ben-

efit to our Huron family as we discern how to adapt to changing times.ó 

 

A Service of Celebration  

to welcome  
The Rt. Revõd Linda Nicholls  

as our coadjutor bishop  
will take place on  

Saturday, April 16, 2016  

starting at 1:00 pm.  
at St. Paulõs Cathedral  

London, Ontario  
 

All are invited to attend  

Facts & photos from: http://news.diohuron.org/2016/02/the-right-reverend-linda-nicholls 


