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   The writers of the Bible used the number forty to indicate some of the ways that 

God intervenes in human affairs. ‘Forty’ became symbolic of periods of waiting, of prep-

aration, of testing and even of punishment. We are reminded of this every time we hear 

the story of the Flood; an event that lasted forty days, concluding with God initiating a 

covenant with Noah. Moses found himself summoned by God at the age of forty, and 

he would remain at the top of Mt. Sinai for forty days. King David (as well as Saul and 

Solomon) reigned for forty years. Jesus preached for forty months, and the risen Christ 

appeared to the disciples during the forty days preceding his Ascension. As we enter 

the forty-day season of Lent, we are reminded that Jesus’ public ministry began after a 

Temptation which lasted forty days.  

       The French psychoanalyst René Allendy considered the number forty to mark the 

‘completion of a cycle,’ potentially ending in a radical change, or a passage to a new level 

of activity or living. This is typically how Christians have viewed the season of Lent. We 

don’t merely cross off the days on a calendar one by one; instead we make use of the 

days as markers in a season of heightened study, increased devotion or self-

examination. Our goal in all this, is to arrive at Easter as changed people... people who 

have a deeper understanding of themselves and their connection to the Eternal Divine 

Presence.  

   Whatever your Lenten discipline might be this year, I invite you to consider including 

our Mid-week communion services held on Wednesdays from 12:15 to 12:45 pm,  

throughout Lent. These services are intended to be brief and informal, and they will 

help to ground us in prayer, nurtured by God’s holy presence in this special season. 

Come alone, or with a friend or neighbour. Take a few minutes in the mid-

dle of the week to participate in an act of thanksgiving, and to reflect on 

how God calls you to “observe a holy Lent.”  

 

The Celtic 

Way 
 

More on pages 5, 11 and 14... 

Andreas+ 
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 Everybody is welcome to attend our Parish Council meetings, usually on the third 

Wednesday of the month, starting at 7:30 PM, in the choir room. Next Meeting: March 15. 

Summary of Vestry Meeting, February 5, 2017 
          

 We remembered our dear parish member Norma Huckle, who passed away in 2016.  

 After approval of the minutes of our last Vestry meeting, and two Special Vestry meetings, we 

also approved the reports from other varied ministries.  

 Financial reports were provided by Envelope Secretary, Beth Felet and Treasurer, Jane Patterson. 

Comparisons of previous years’ giving to 2016 were complicated due to substantial donations to our 

Renew project and organ fund. However, isolating operation costs and regular revenue, givings to the 

general fund and apportionment, we had a deficit of a few thousand dollars (see Vestry report for exact 

figures.) After a thorough discussion, the budget for 2017 was unanimously approved, with a higher pro-

jected income, and a budgeted expense of $6,000 towards emergency roof repairs. Beth pointed out 

that a modest increase in donations per family of less than $10.00/month, compared to 

2016, would boost our income to likely achieve a financial balance for 2017.  

         The nominating committee report was approved; for the composition of Parish Council 2017, half 

the members were nominated, the rest appointed by our rector, as required by our canons; Rev’d 

Cathy, our deacon, is an ex-officio member; Jane and Beth continue as treasurer and envelope secretary, 
respectively; there is a vacancy in the position of alternate lay delegate to Synod. 

   A REQUEST TO THE CONGREGATION — Remember to avoid wearing 

perfume to our services and other gatherings, in consideration to parishioners 

with allergies and hyper-sensitivity to strong scents. Thank you!  

   Have you joined our e-mail communication list? It is the fastest and most environmentally 

friendly way to receive communications from our clergy. Enroll at  saintmatthewswindsor@gmail.com   

   Do you receive “The Journey” by e-mail? You could get your newsletter in PDF in full colour 

by joining the e-mail distribution list. Request your subscription at irene.savva3691@gmail.com 

  Also, check out these websites and stay connected at all levels of Anglicanism:   
 

        St. Matthew’s Church       saintmatthewswindsor.ca 

      Deanery of Essex                   essexdeanery.com 

      Diocese of Huron         diohuron.org 

      Anglican Church of Canada      Anglican.ca 

      Primate's World Relief  

          and Development Fund (PWRDF)  pwrdf.org and Fredsays.ca 

     Anglican sites around the world         www.anglicansonline.org 

The installation of our Parish Council 2017 took place 

on Sunday, February 19, during the 10am service.  

Left to right: Scott Ritchie, John Rossi; Treasurer Jane Patterson; 

Alisa Yednoroz; Churchwardens Janet Williams and Gordon 

Drake; Bob Braidford; Deputy Churchwarden Jean Muhleisen; and 

ex-officio member, our deacon the Rev’d Cathy MacKendrick.  

Not pictured: Deputy Churchwarden Richard Hucal; Lay Dele-

gate to Synod Matt Bulley;  Jen McAlpine, and Onorio Felet. 
Photo by Mary 
Louise Drake 

 

LENT RESOURCES: 
 

www.anglican.ca/about/lent2017/ 
 

Including, from our Diocese: 
 

Abundant Life Lent 2017 Resource 
Nourished for Living,  

Centred in Christ:  
15 Minutes with God in prayer 

http://diohuron.org/ministries/
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Ash Wednesday    March 1st at 7:30 pm  
      Holy Eucharist with the Imposition of Ashes 

Palm Sunday   April 9 at 8:30 am and 10:00 am  

EASTER SUNDAY 
           April 16 at  8:30 am and 10:00 am 

 

The Triduum 
      Maundy Thursday       April 13 at 7:30 PM 

      Good Friday                April 14 at 12 Noon 

      Saturday Easter Vigil  April 15 at 8:00 PM 

Wednesday Lenten Season Communion Services 

      March 8, 15, 22, and 29; and April 5   at 12:15 pm 

The envelopes for Easter flowers will soon be out  
Please return with your  

dedications (cash only) to  

Margaret Kissau. 
The Chancel Guild will  

decorate on  

Easter Saturday.  

Thank you! 

From Our Chancel Guild 

Photographs on this page by Gordon Drake, St. Matthew’s Archives 

 

The Chancel Guild invites you to the 

church hall on  

Wednesday, April 5, 7 p.m.  

to make palm 
crosses for  

Palm Sunday   
 

 All ages are  

Welcome! 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME — Tuesday Evening Lenten Study Series,  

“How to Read the Bible” 

March 7, 14, 21, and 28; and April 4   from 7:00 to 8:30 pm.    

Pre-planned Funeral Arrangements—Have you ever considered the importance 

of putting down on paper your wishes concerning your own funeral service?  
    There are a number of St. Matthew’s parishioners who have already done this, and those written 

directions are kept in a secure file in the Rector’s office. It’s never too early to give this some thought. 

In facing the death of a loved one, family members don’t always know how they should proceed: 

should the visitation and/or funeral service be held in the church? Is music to be included? Which pas-

sages from scripture, and how many? Will the service include Eucharist? Please consider how you 

could help those who are closest to you, by making your wishes known in advance. I would be happy 

to meet with you personally, to support you in this worthwhile endeavour.                Andreas+ 



 

  On Saturday, November 26, 2016 in London, Ontario,  The Right Reverend 

Linda Nicholls was officially welcomed and seated as the 13th Bishop of the Diocese of Hu-

ron. Amongst the many attendants were: Bishop Linda’s predecessor Robert Bennett; the 

Most Reverend Fred Hiltz, Primate of All Canada; and the Most Reverend Colin Johnson, 

Metropolitan of Ontario, as well as Rev. Dr. Jeff Crittenden, senior minister at Metropolitan United Church 

and Dr. Imam Jamal Taleb, of the Islamic Centre, London. Bishop Linda is the first female bishop in the 160 

years of our Diocese.                                                                  Facts and crest from: diohuron.org 

T H E  J O U R N E Y  

P A G E  4  

 

The Bishop’s Friends Essex Christmas Dinner  

December 7, 2016 at the Macedonian Centre  
 

Once again St. Matthew’s was well represented; thank 

you to all who sponsored this festive event, in support 

of our Bishop Linda’s mission around our Diocese.  

 

Bishop Linda Visits St. Matthew’s    Sunday, January 29, 2017 
            In a world that seems turned upside down, Bishop Linda acknowl-

edged that we might all feel like we “… just fell into Alice in Wonderland’s 

rabbit hole.” The book title How, Then, Shall We Live? served as an opening 

point during her homily at our combined 10 am service, from which Bishop 

Linda provided the congregation with some guidance on how to maintain 

our Christian focus during these uncertain times. She offered a short list of 

three qualities to pursue: kindness, justice and humility; and also asked 

that, when confronted with situations against these qualities, we coura-

geously stand and speak up, armed with the strength of our faith.  

            Later on, after a light lunch including soups, sandwiches and an 

extensive sweet table, an informal Q&A time provided the forum to learn 

everyday aspects of our bishop’s life, her experience of being seated and 

welcomed, as opposed to “enthroned” or “installed, like a dishwasher,” 

and her enduring message of the need for us to evolve with the times, fac-

ing the challenges of change at a fast pace in our churches. Some of the 

topics covered: ecumenical collaboration; our youth, and the blessing of 

the Huron summer camp; First Nations in Southern Ontario; refugee 

sponsorships, regardless of religion; care for the environment; outreach; 

being thankful; and proclaiming the Good News.  

             Bishop Linda also praised our recently renovated worship space, 

fiscal responsibility and hospitality, reminding us that London is not far, and 

well centered in the Diocese, and that we are all connected in our journey, 

through our Christian mission.                    

       Text: Irene Savva        Photography: Gordon Drake 

News from Our Diocese 
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Part VI and Final                   By The Rev’d Andreas Thiel 

Crosses at St. Matthew’s:   CONTEST UPDATE    

Deadline for entries: Sunday, March 29 2017 
 

   CROSS ‘SCAVENGER HUNT’- count as many crosses as you  

can: indoors, outdoors, anywhere within the church property! 

Submit either a list of locations (for example: altar cross on the 

wall, two crosses for procession, cross on banner,…) or a set of 

pictures identifying the crosses (e.g. see photos right, including 

a Celtic cross on our roof!) Add your total count and your 

names (individual or family entries are welcome.) Highest 

number of crosses found wins a special prize! A photo will be 

chosen as well, to be featured in our Easter issue, for best com-

position, originality and general appeal. We accept paper or 

electronic entries (e-mail to irene.savva3691@gmail.com)  

            In Symbols of the Church (edited by C.E. Whittemore), one can find illustrations of no less than 

twenty-six different varieties of crosses. These range from the plain “Latin” cross, to the highly ornate 

“Jerusalem” cross. Each variation in design conveys a particular meaning associated with the cross. One 

such variation is the circle, placed around the intersection of the vertical and horizontal crossbeams. 

Such a cross is universally known as the “Celtic” cross, and it can be found in many different settings: 

adorning the roofs of churches (such as St. Matthew’s, see photo below), as a grave stone, or common-

ly, worn around the neck as a pendant.  

            If the Celtic cross is identified by its circle, what is the significance of the circle, and how is it 

representative of Celtic spirituality? It seems that there are many answers to that question, from the 

very practical (the circle adds structural reinforcement, especially when the cross is large and fashioned 

from stone), to the highly symbolic (the circle represents eternity, and the endlessness of God’s love, as 

expressed in Christ’s sacrifice on the cross). Interest in Celtic spirituality has been growing over the 

past several decades, for a variety of reasons. Some people are drawn to the emphasis placed on nature 

and the environment, found in many Celtic poems and prayers. Others are attracted to the traditional 

Celtic practices of hospitality, fellowship and mysticism. And for some, it is the beauty of Celtic design: 

the complex “knot” designs that represent eternity, sometimes incorporating images of animals or hu-

mans, or the spirals which symbolize harmony, especially with the earth and the sun. Many of these ar-

tistic images can be found on ancient Celtic crosses, some of which are as tall as twenty feet. The great 

16th century cross at Monasterboice and the Cross of the Scriptures at Clonmacnoise are excellent 

examples of Irish Crosses.  

            Several years ago, I inherited a small Celtic cross from a former Episcopalian 

priest (see photo, right). Some of the images engraved on that silver cross remain a 

mystery to me: Are those falcons? What is the meaning of the ram? Do the three 

figures represent the Holy Trinity? Is that a dove at the centre of the cross? This 

cross came to me without an owner’s manual, but that doesn't necessarily mean that 

those images won't reveal their significance to me over time. And this is probably 

why the ancient Celtic artisans inscribed crosses with shapes and images: so that, as 

devotional objects, they might lead a person deeper into the story of salvation, and 

the mystery of the cross. 
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Top photo from author; outdoor photos from Gordon Drake 



Joint Anglican-Lutheran National Worship Conference  
July 24-27 2016, Wilfrid Laurier University, Kitchener-Waterloo, On 

                             By Mary Grace Weir 

T H E  J O U R N E Y  
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One of my main interests in the church has always been liturgy: how does the 

church express its self-understanding and mission in Sunday worship? The 

biennial National Worship conference, which took place in Waterloo in July 

2016, serendipitously brought this idea together with another interest of 

mine, social justice, at a time and in a location where I was actually able to 

participate. It was exhilarating to spend time thinking and learning about liturgy with over a hundred 

other participants, so I’d like to share some impressions. 

 My daughter, Elissa, has characterized such conferences as “Comic-Con for church people,” 

which is pretty accurate. There was a vibrant mixture of lay and clergy, a wide variety of workshops, 

two internationally-known keynote speakers, and six worship services of different styles over the 

course of three days. One of the key themes was the importance of fitting liturgy to context, which 

can sometimes mean looking at cherished traditions with fresh eyes. One of the keynote speakers, 

Dr. Bruce Jenneker from South Africa, addressed this by discussing a new Anglican prayer book that 

is being written for use in Africa, adjusting symbolism to local needs – e.g. using vine-and-branches 

imagery for Easter, since in South Africa this falls not in springtime, but at grape harvest. For Canada, 
the question was arrestingly outlined by National Indigenous Bishop Mark McDonald’s homily at the 

first evening service: “How do you worship on stolen land?” This idea of adjusting for context was 

taken up visually at the closing service, when the font, which had been at the entrance to the worship 

space, was moved to the centre of the altar, to recognize that for First Nations people, the path to 

Residential School often led past the font by forcible baptism. For them, having to walk into a church 

past a font would not have the good associations of family welcome that it might for many of us. 

The most compelling service at the conference was an evening outdoor Eucharist led by Fa-

ther Norm of the Anglican Parish of Six Nations and others affiliated with that parish, opened and 

closed with traditional Mohawk ceremonial words, using hymns translated into Mohawk, a prayer to 

the four directions, a First Nations creed and Lord's prayer. Fry bread and strawberry wine were 

used for the Eucharist, plus strawberry juice to include those who are not able to take wine (children 

or alcoholics, for example). Particularly moving was the sense of having been invited in to their cul-

ture by the First Nations people leading the service, rather than feeling that some ideas had been ap-

propriated by white people into a service otherwise in their own, European form. This was the idea 

of "liturgy in context" in action. 

 The workshops I chose to attend focused on bringing liturgy/service out into the world, for 

example by involvement in community gardens and environmental action, which connect us to Crea-

tion as well as community, or participation in protest marches, or programmes for disadvantaged 

kids, which make our commitment to caring for others concrete and visible to the world. The work-

shops on ways to bring social justice issues into the church through hymns and liturgy seemed more 

relevant to people who actually plan worship. I think that looking at our services with an eye to 

something fresh (like the Biblical storytelling I learned and brought to St. Matthew’s last fall) can also 

be an inspiration for further outreach.  

 It was good to engage with the wider church in this way, but there are also opportunities 

closer to home – at Canterbury College, or even here in our own parish, as with our TRC reading 

group. What is important is staying open to new ways of hearing and following God’s call. 

 
(logo from, and for more on the conference: www.nationalworshipconference.org) 
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Rev’d Cathy’s Corner 

This stole was created by Elizabeth Taylor 

of London, Ontario. The front of the stole shows a road leading up to the three 

crosses on Calvary. Across the path there are obstacles – sins and errors that block a 

person to the crosses. On the back of the stole, there is a clear path leads to the sin-

gle cross that symbolizes the Risen Christ who takes away the sins of the world 

through His death and resurrection.  
Photo by Gordon Drake  

       One of the destinations for the donations in our Food Cupboard is the Windsor Homes  

Coalition Inc., a non profit social housing agency begun by a group of Christian ministers. It owns 

homes scattered throughout the community. Their mission is to foster dignity and independence 

through involvement in their Tenant Advisory Council and through their Tenant Advocate.  There 

are 108+ homes being run by this agency which has on staff their own carpenter/handyman; when 

painting and other odd jobs need to be done, they will hire their own tenants to do the work. They 

also run a summer Day Camp for kids, and Coats for Kids in the fall. They have a Food Bank with 

80% of their users being non tenants, but live within a mile of the agency at 900 Howard Avenue.  

The Christmas programme provides: Christmas food baskets with food for a traditional Christmas 

dinner; toys for children generated by the Windsor Harley Owners Group Annual Toy Run; a 

Christmas party for tenants; and family sponsorships for Christmas for those few families that have 

had a particularly difficult year. The agency runs an Education Fund begun by Father Robert War-

den; it has assisted some 90 students from tenant families to pursue higher education. Although this 

fund has been depleted, it runs on donations and I quote from the website: “Windsor Homes 

Coalition Inc. would welcome hearing from any education-minded businesses, commu-
nity organizations or individuals interested in providing either financial support or oth-

er types of assistance to the Father Warden Education Fund. Please contact Tenant 

Advocate, at 258-4501.” I would encourage you to read the web page and take a look at the 

great pictures on their Facebook page accessible through the web page 

www.windsorhomescoatlition.com.   

     The Detention Centre — God is Good! The Sewing Programme began 

January 16. Natalie Jenkins from Church of the Epiphany, and I were warmly 

welcomed by the staff who kept wandering by to see what was happening as we 

each taught a woman inmate to use the sewing machines to create eyeglass cas-

es and Kleenex holders. They were both surprised and delighted that what they 

created became part of their “personal property.” I hope they didn’t think they 

were slave labour. We look forward to Jean Mulheisen and Jane Piercy-Ballard 

joining on the teaching team soon. 

Our Deacon’s Stoles:  Lent 

     Shirley Beaton volunteers as the Tenant Advocate. She wrote to thank us 

for helping feed 125 families well into the New Year, as well as having a won-

derful Christmas dinner.         “Thank-you for caring and for giving.” 

   World Day of Prayer (WDP) is a global ecumenical movement which welcomes 

Christians of all traditions to join in prayer and action for peace and justice on the first 

Friday in March. The WDP Program for Friday March 3, 2017 was written and prepared by the 

Committee of the Philippines. In Windsor: Corpus Christi Parish, 1400 Cabana Rd. W. 

Service at 1:30pm, followed by light refreshments.  

http://www.windsorhomescoatlition.com
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Outreach News 

Christmas Tree Children’s Aid Society Family Sponsorship  
 

 Over the years we have had the opportunity to give many families a great 

Christmas, and every year, we receive a thank-you letter from the Children’s Aid 

Society. Extra special this year (2016) was that we also received a beautiful, heartfelt 

and very personal letter from “our family.” As explained in the letter, they had had a difficult and challenging 

year and struggled to provide a home for their family and put food on the table; new clothes, toys or birth-

day celebrations didn’t happen; the children did not complain. The parents wanted to be able to do  more 

for them but couldn’t. They had told their children this Christmas would be “small.” 

 The mother wrote that our thoughtfulness and generosity provided her whole family a very magical 

Christmas. On Christmas morning, the children could not believe that all the presents under the tree were 

for them. This family appreciated every single gift and thought they were amazing: the young children’s toys 

and clothes; the older children’s clothes and gift cards, the parents’ gifts, the household items, especially the 

pillows and towels. They shared many laughs and made beautiful memories, and took many pictures.  As the 

mother expressed: “ I would do anything for my kids –family means the world to me. I would walk to the 

ends of the world for them. As a mother—the one who makes everything OK and pulls it all together—this 

year I couldn’t. I am so thankful– you did for my family what I couldn't– and it means to me more than you 

will ever know. One day when we get settled, I will help another family in need and I will pass it on for many 

years to come. Thank you from all of us!”                           God bless this wonderful family,  Gwen Allsop 

January 17, 2017 

Remember Hiatus House,  the 
South West Detention Centre, 

and our Food Cupboard  
 

Thank you for  
your continuing support! 

The total collected  

from our  

Advent Soup lunches  

was $769.35,  

which will go to support 

the Ministry of  

The Council of the North. 

 
  THANK YOU ALL!   

     Lenten Soup Lunches 
 Every Sunday during Lent, after the   

10:00 am service  Free will offering        

      All proceeds go to the PWRDF 

Come and enjoy delicious donated homemade  

soups and breads, and the best fellowship. 
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7th Annual Talent Show   Saturday, January 21, 2017  

         By Sue Bernard          Photography by Gordon Drake 

T.N.T.  Reserve the first Friday of the month for our TNT (“Theology ‘n Tap”) meetings, starting at 

6:00 pm, at Cramdon’s Restaurant.  Some come with their children, some with a partner and some by 

themselves. Come for dinner or just drinks or just good conversation and friendship!!   

                  Our next T.N.T. night will be March 3, 2017                Richard Hucal 

         A delicious Mocha Chocolate Icebox cake was 

Margaret Kissau’s example of her culinary talent; she do-

nated her creation, raising $55.00 to benefit Street Help. 

   Song, dance, magic, gymnastics and of 

course, good food, were all showcased at St. 

Matthew's talent show. The annual talent show 

was a delightful evening enjoyed by many pa-

rishioners and friends, who were treated to a 

well rounded lineup of entertainment.  

   The performances began with the “Pour 

Boys” group, lip syncing a Journey tune that 

ended with an invitation extended (with a per-

sonalized t-shirt) to our own Andreas to may-

be join next year as “the Rev."  

   What followed was a varied lineup of young 

and older parishioners wowing the audience: a 

magic show, a gymnastics routine, musical per-

formances on guitar, oboe, and on the record-
er, all made for a memorable evening.  

    Jane Patterson, accompanied by her son 

Collin, treated the crowd with a rendition of 

Leonard Cohen's Allelujah with a special verse 

dedicated to the St. Matthew’s family (below).  

    The musical duo of Mary Grace Weir and 

our MC Jen McAlpine, brought the house 

down with their comic skit of cats playing 

at the piano.    
       

        What a fun and enjoyable  

     evening it was, be sure not to  

            miss it next year!    

       New this year was the display at 

the back of the hall, showcasing some of 

the finest Arts & Crafts from our St. 

Matthew’s families and friends. 
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Final Verse of Jane’s cover of  
Allelujah by Leonard Cohen 

 

… And now I’ll take this final verse 
To tell you that I love this church 
The people of St. Matthew’s get 

 right to you 
 

We work, we pray, we hurt, we heal, 
We strive to see God’s love revealed, 
And from our lips we sing Alleluia! 

Alleluia, Alleluia… 



Sunday School’s Gingerbread House     

           Fundraiser  
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This Little Light of Mine 

  

      Lauren Wilkinson shares with The Journey:   
 

            “Irene asked me to write something about my interest in hockey. 

I am 9 years old and have been skating for 6 years, and I have been a goal-

ie in the Sun Parlour Female Hockey Association in Windsor for 4 years.  

             I like being a goalie because I get to stay on the ice for the whole 

game and I do not have to come on and off for shift changes like other 

players. I also get to have the best place to watch the entire game!   

 

        My nickname is “Lauren the Lynx”, and for Christmas I got a new goalie 

mask, and it has a lynx on it! When I first started hockey I always watched the 

goalie on my team. I knew I wanted to be a goalie. 2 years later I became ….. 

A GOALIE. On my third year of being a goalie I started DS, I earned my first 

silver medal in my hockey career.  
 

        To this day I still love being a goalie!” 

 

Our Sunday school built and decorated  

several sweet creations, raising funds  

during the Advent season.  The $150.00  

in donations will buy farm animals and/or  

supplies, chosen from the PWRDF  

"Gifts for Mission" catalogue.   

Thank you all for  

your generous support!     
Photographs by Gordon Drake  

Photographs from Sandra Hall  

On December 11, 2016, the Derby family 

shared a very special day with  

the congregation at St. Matthew’s:  

the celebration of baptism of Everett Martin.   
 

   WELCOME, LITTLE ONE! 

Photographs by Gordon Drake  
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         Why Irish Dance?       By Caitlin Henderson 
 

   Irish dance.  Which Celtic dance is that?  Irish dance is Riverdance dancing, 

where the dancers keep their arms at their sides and the girls wear their hair in 

curls (my curls are a wig!)  Many people know this kind of dancing from the loud 

hard shoes that bang and tap in time to the music, and the sparkly dresses. 

        I began dancing when I was 4 years old.  My mom wanted me to do ballet but I thought it 

was too slow.  My older sister Erin was already doing Irish dance, so I decided I wanted to try 

too; my feet never stopped moving anyway!  At first I was scared of trying something new but 

now I love it! 

        I started to compete when I was about 6 years old.  I have been to eight 

Canadian Championships, and have been to the North American Champion-

ships twice – this year I am going to New Orleans in July.   

        I like going to dance because I have a lot of friends at the dance school 

and I like learning new things.  It is a great workout and I especially like sharing 

my dance with people who have never seen it before.  The only problem is 

that I go to dance classes 6 times every week, to become the best dancer I can 

be; it can be very tiring and some days I don’t want to practice, but I know that 

practicing will make me better and help me achieve my goal of, one day, danc-

ing at the World Championships of Irish Dance. 

Youth @ St. M’s     cont...  

On January 15, 2017, Liam William Garland and his family (including several generations of the  

Paraschak family and Liam’s grandparents, Jean and Bruce Garland, from Newfoundland) shared  

a very special day at St. Matthew’s, with the celebration of his baptism, followed by  

a time of fellowship with a beautiful cake in the parish hall.  WELCOME, LITTLE ONE! 

Photo left from Gail Henderson; above by Gordon Drake 

Photographs by Gordon Drake  

St. Valentine’s Cookies 
The Sunday School made many batches of cookies 

on Sunday February 12. Thank you to everyone who 

made sugar cookie dough, donated sprinkles, etc. 

We had lots of fun! Thank you to everyone who 

delivered cookies to our parishioners unable to  

attend Church, and to Mary Louise Drake for  

delivering the rest to Street Help.  

Many hands really do make light work!      

              Text and photographs by Jen McAlpine 



 

             February 
 

15 – John & Dianna Iannicello  

Anniversaries 

             March 
  

  1 – Richard Hucal 
  6  – Amy Hucal   
  6  – Don Patterson 
  7  – Bob Braidford  
  8  – Eddie McCabe 
10  – Vickie Paraschak 
12  – Steve Pidhoresky 
15  – Alisa Priddle Yednoroz 
16  – Mark Rene 
18  – Stephanie Paraschak 
20 – Jen McAlpine 
21 – Mary Louise Drake  
21 – Mike Paraschak Jr. 
22 – Gwen Allsop 
23 – Margaret Snelling 
30 – Margaret Goldspink 
30 – Thomas Hucal 

Celebrating this season: 
Birthdays  

T H E  J O U R N E Y  

            April 
  6 – David Paraschak  
  6 – Sandra Hall 
  7 – Colin Allsop   
  7 – Noah Allsop   
  7 – Jacob Ritchie 
  9 – Andreas Thiel  
  9 – Erin Henderson  
  9 – Nicole Sussens 
10 – Michael Chantler 

             

            March  
 

  4 – Doug Warford & Janet Williams  
11 – Ron & Gail Henderson 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper February 28, 2017 4-7 p.m. in the church hall.  
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          February  
  

  1 – Ann Hucal  
  1 – Kim MacKendrick 
  6 – Isabella Chantler  
  6 – Jennifer Goldspink 
  8 – Darren Bernard 
12 – Mark Bernard 
13 – Alan Dalley 
14 – Anya Laurence-Thiel 
18 – Nadia Taqtaq 
22 – Elissa Weir 
25 – Edwin Levergood 
26 – Neil Cowley 
27 – Stephania Allsop 
28 – Dorothy Knappett 

16 – Ted Clarke 
17 – Mark Goldspink 
18 – Emma Westray   
18 – Frank Stanley 
21 – Tom Dunsmore   
21 – Scott Ritchie 
25 – Collin Patterson 
27 – Ryan Patterson   
27 – Helen White 
30 – Chuck Boyd 

             April 
 

   18 – Mike & Irene Paraschak 
   23 – Roger Wurdemann & Louise Davis  
   25 – Don & Pauline Patterson      Happy 30th! (photos) 

      Bring your family and invite friends to a 

delicious meal at St. Matthew’s! We will be 

serving the BEST pancake supper in town: 

pancakes, sausages, bacon, desserts and drinks.  
Adults and youth 13&up, $10.00;  

Children: 5-12, $5.00; 4 & under, FREE.  

 Coming this Easter: The St. Matthew’s Legacy Recipe Collection 2017 
 

       Food at St. Matthew’s is undoubtedly one of our best features! 

   Just like the flavours in our mouth, we have shared so many sweet and bittersweet 

moments as fellow parishioners. Through potlucks, fundraisers and special occasions, our 

skillful congregation has shined, mastering the kitchen to delight us with sweet and sa-

voury creations. And now, everybody will be able to recreate some of these flavours and 

memories at home, with the help of our new cookbook. Also a great gift for Easter, 

Mother’s and Father’s Day. Stay tuned for more details soon. 
 

    Any questions? Please contact Sue Bernard, Sandra Hall or irene.savva3691@gmail.com 
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L E N T  2 0 1 7  

 News from the Pews: We hope to hear 

from you soon! 

       Please send your articles, feedback and other contributions to Sue Bernard and Irene Savva to  

irene.savva3691@gmail.com or deposit in the box provided in the narthex. Are you celebrating a mile-

stone anniversary soon? Submit your wedding picture for publication! Also let us know of any updates 

needed in the birthday and anniversary announcements; we apologize for any mistakes or omissions. 

          Sunday, January the First, 2017 

Celtic cross Chrismon and banner on front page; pp. 5, 8; pancakes and dessert table, p. 12;  and this page photos  
by Gordon Drake, except on this page: Advent Pageant photo by Paul Finlayson, and Gordon’s close-up by Jen McAlpine 

Advent Pageant 2016 
Sunday December 18—A talented group of children 

and grown-ups presented a play on the events leading 

up to, but not including, the birth of Jesus, which 

helped us keep the focus on the Advent season.  

What a great start to 

the New Year, with a 

lovely gathering after 

the 10:00 am service, 

hosted by our rector 

Rev’d Andreas and  

his wife Anya.  

HAPPY  

NEW YEAR! 

During fellowship hour on Sun. Feb. 12, we celebrated Anya Laurence-Thiel, 

two days in advance of her birthday. The Drakes prepared a surprise cake, inspired by 

Anya’s interest and question to Gordon about our earliest known ancestor, Saccorhytus 

coronarius; a recent discovery in China of perfectly preserved fossils has provided a de-

tailed picture of this ancient animal, giving scientists a lot of information on its anatomy 

and physiology, and also gave Mary Lou a model for the birthday cakes.  

Anya had received flowers and a few tokens of appreciation from the congregation when John 

Rossi announced a “special package from the Pour Boys” which had been mysteriously deliv-

ered, and found by Jane Patterson “on top of a box of lightbulbs”; it turned out to be a truly 

out of the ordinary gift: a personalized t-shirt for “Mrs. Rev.” to match the one previously re-

ceived by “The Rev.” Andreas himself (to – maybe – understand the complicated background 

story, go to p. 9, Talent Show). After a cheerful “Happy Birthday” song and applause, a very 

surprised and appreciative Anya thanked everyone. HAPPY BIRTHDAY ANYA!  

     Spring Session at Canterbury College- Principal Gordon Drake recently 

extended an invitation to review and register to one or more of Canterbury Elder 

College’s 90+ spring session courses.  As part of Canada’s 150th Anniversary cele-

brations, 12 of these courses will explore Canada's remarkable heritage, and are free 

of tuition charges with registration fee, thanks to a grant from the Canada 150 Fund!  

For more information and registration: call 519-253-3000 x4944, or go to  

http://www1.uwindsor.ca/canterbury/eldercollege 



         St. Patrick is well known as the patron Saint of Ireland,  

and recognized as the main force behind the conversion of its pagan Celtic tribes, 

but most of his personal history and ministry can only be confirmed from his two 

recognized short works: the Confessio, an autobiography, and his Letter to Coroticus, 

a denunciation of how Irish Christians were mistreated by the British. From these 

we know that he was born in Britain, sometime in the fifth century; his father was a 

deacon, but Patrick admitted not to be religious until after his 16th birthday, when 

he was abducted by raiders, and spent six years as a slave in Ireland. During this 

time of tribulation, he became more spiritually aware; he recounts a dream in 

which he was told the ship for his escape was ready, and realized it was time to 

leave. Inspired by his dream and the success of this escape, he pursued training to 

become a priest and eventually a Bishop. Around the year 432 AD, he went back 

to Ireland; for more than two decades he travelled the island, baptising people and 

establishing churches, monasteries and schools. By the time of his death, on March 

17 (approx. 461 AD), he was already revered by many, and this remembrance con-

tinued until finally, in the 15th century, March 17 was recognized as one of the feast 

and fasting days of Ireland.  There are many legends around his amazing ministry, 

such as the banishing of the snakes, the original Christian design of the Celtic cross, 

and the use of the shamrock to illustrate the mystery of the Holy Trinity.      

T H E  J O U R N E Y  
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St. Patrick   By Irene Savva 

St. Patrick holding 
shamrock 

Stained glass window 
detail in  

St. Benin’s Church, 
Kilbennen, County  
Galway, Ireland. 

(Wiki Commons image) 

Needlework Kneelers of St. Matthew’s in this issue: 
On front page: CROSSES— Many different types of crosses are artfully stitched together in this kneeler. 

If you know who created this cushion, please let us know.  (Photograph by Richard Hucal) 

Sunday Services:  
   8:30 am & 10:00 am  

  Sunday school at the 10:00 am service.  
 
 

Services at Huron Lodge: 

   Holy Eucharist: 

    1st Tuesday of the month    11:00 am  

   Praise & Prayer: 

   3rd Sunday of the month  2:00 pm  
 

Visit our website 

http://www.saintmatthewswindsor.ca 
 

Check out “The Journey” in full colour  

and our Facebook  

Rector:  

     The Reverend Andreas Thiel 

            cellphone(226)345-5085 

Deacon:  

     The Reverend Cathy MacKendrick 

 

St. Matthew’s Church       
   1600 Norfolk St.     

    Windsor, ON    N9E 1H5 
 

    Phone: (519)969-1510       

    E-mail address:  
        saintmatthewswindsor@gmail.com 

Everybody is Welcome! 

For  references, and more on the legends, facts and life of St. Patrick, please visit: 
http://www.irish-genealogy-toolkit.com/history-of-st-patrick.html 
http://www.saintpatrickcentre.com/historical-notes/    
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Patrick 

     Did you know that the 

original colour associated to 

St. Patrick was blue, and the 

official symbol of Ireland is a 

harp of gold? Facts from: 
www.catholic.org/news/saints/
story.php?id=45045 

           As for why St. Patrick’s Day was transformed into a day of celebration 

with parades and a green colour scheme, it is possible that the Irish landscape 

(“The Emerald Isle”), the proximity to spring time, and an opportunity to 

have a break during the Lenten season were all factors to promote the shift.  


