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At St. Matthewõs Church 

The Journey 

òWe are called to share Godõs love as we welcome  

and care for our communityó   
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 The Pluses and Minuses of Social Media 
 

Most people, these days, have some involvement with the online world of social media. 

Our manner of interacting with one another has been revolutionized over the past 

several years, thanks to platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat, etc. 

They have proven to be helpful in many ways, and in other ways, not so helpful. I 

recently spoke with a colleague who informed me that he was closing down his 

Facebook account. For him, what had started as an enjoyable way of keeping in touch 

with friends and family had turned into something that felt a little more sinister. He 

began to notice that he was growing increasingly upset or troubled by the content of 

some of the online messages he read. This experience was causing him ongoing stress. 

Once he terminated his Facebook account, he felt a palpable sense of relief. My 

colleague certainly isnõt the only person who has evaluated the òpluses and minusesó of 

the world of social media, and I appreciate his concerns. However, every so often, 

Facebook features a message or article that provides me with something educational or 

edifying. For example, a few weeks ago, Facebook showed me an item that I had posted 

way back in 2012. I had long since forgotten it, and after reflecting on the message, I was 

extremely glad that Facebook had the presence of mind (!) to bring it to my attention 

six years later. I shared it with our Parish Council in September, and based on the 

conversation which ensued, they appreciated it as well. The post comes in the form of a 

simple question, and interestingly enough, it is an appropriate question for us to 

consider in this Thanksgiving season: 

òWhat if you woke up today with only the things you thanked God for yesterday?ó 

Now, didnõt that get your attention?  

Thank you, St. Matthewõs family, for being who you are, and doing what you do, and for 

growing in your understanding of what it means to be people who are called to òshare 

Godõs love as we welcome and care for our community.ó Thank you for being more 

than a virtual community.                                 Blessings, 

Learning Opportunities  More on pages 2, 3, and 10 ... 

Andreas + 



P A G E  2  

T H E  J O U R N E Y  

From Our Parish Council 
Notes from the  

Sept 19 2018 

council meeting  

Auto -deduction giving ð Please consider this option, which helps us meet our monthly 

financial obligations.  To learn more about it, change amount (a small increase can make a big 

difference!) or switch from credit card to bank account, please contact Beth Felet, our envelope 

secretary, at (519) 969-3035.  

   Welcome to fall, 2018 at St. Matthew's !  We hope you had a good summer. Your wardens,  

Janet Williams and Gordon Drake,  are pleased to present the following summary of recent events,  

as recorded by the Parish Council: 
 

Roof: We are pleased to say that the repair work is now complete, thanks to a loan from 

the Diocese of Huron. The original loan was $65,000, but we repaid $20,000 just a few 

weeks later.  The net amount owed on June 30 was $45,000.  We have made 4 payments 

to date (June, July, August and September). The goal of paying back the loan in short order 

is achievable, now is the time to contribute as much as we are able, to avoid future 

interest charges.  Thank you for your continuing support. 
 

Finances: Because of the roof repairs, our expenses have exceeded income, resulting in a net loss of 

$68,548.  This was partly covered by the roof loan (which is not income since we still have to repay!), 

together with further donations, leaving a net operating  deficit of $12,227 .  We are grateful to all our 

parishioners for their continued generosity in support of the work of St. Matthew's, and trust that we will 

balance our finances by the end of the calendar year.  In addition, we earned $800 from the use of our hall in 

the recent Ontario election, and it is scheduled to be used again for the upcoming federal election. 
 

Property:  Thanks to the work of Onorio Felet, we now have a new door for the Church Hall at a cost of 

$1,434 (including HST). Onorio and John Rossi arranged for grass-cutting services for the summer. We are 

still in need of a contractor to handle snow removal for the winter. Many thanks to Onorio for his continuing 

work to maintain the church property, and make sure that everything is working as it should. 
 

Outreach: Our Rector Andreas Thiel reported a successful bid for a 

Jubilee grant of $3,000 from the Diocese. The grant is in support of 

the highly successful English as a Second Language (ESL) classes for 

recent immigrants to our neighbourhood (class of 2018 with their 

certificates, photo right), with attendance growing each week. It 

currently stands at around 30 participants.  Most significantly, the 

classes have now been supplemented by Bible studies after each class, 

filled with enthusiastic participants. Jennifer McAlpine and Gordon 

Drake made the successful pitch to the Diocese for the grant. The 

original suggestion for the language programme came from our local 

realtor Terry Zhang.   On a second front, Rev'd. Andreas is continuing an extension of his ministry to include 

the role of Chaplain at Huron Lodge, involving a time commitment of 10 hours per week; The Parish Council 

continues to be strongly supportive of this initiative. 
 

Finally, Revõd Andreas is launching a new programme of "Casual Worship" with the first two services 

scheduled for Friday, October 19, and Friday, November 30.  These are intended to be a form of 

intergenerational, informal worship, beginning with a complimentary pizza supper, and followed by a 

devotional service. (See ad on next page.) 
 

For this Thanksgiving season, let us give thanks to God for our many blessings.   

As Rev'd. Andreas has asked us to ponder:  

"What if today, we only had those things for which we thanked God yesterday?"  

Everybody is welcome to attend our meetings,  

usually on the third  Wednesday of the month, starting at 7:30 PM, in the choir room.  

Next meeting:  Wednesday October 17, 2018  

photos provided by Revôd Andreas  
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Hymn Sing   June 17 LETõS RAISE THE ROOF!  

The treasures sold at the sale will find new 

uses in othersõ homes and bypass the landfill.  

A double bonus for Godõs creation: we 

recycle  our goods, and raise funds  for 

the church!  Delicious baked goods were 

also offered.  Total collected: $2,100  
 

  Thank you to all the people who 

donated and volunteered, including  

several members of  our English as a 

Second Language class! 

St. Matthewõs Annual Yard Sale  June 2 

On Sunday, June 17, during the 10 am 

service, we enjoyed a lively Hymn-Sing, 

featuring compositions as requested by 

generous parishioners, who made 

donations towards our Roof Fundraising. 

Pizza ônõ Praise at St. Matthewõs Church 
A Casual Worship Experience with music, conversation é 

But beginning with pizza!  
 

Two services this fall, starting at 6:00 pm:  

Friday, October 19 and Friday, November 30  
 

An inviting setting for the whole family  

Everybody is welcome!  

A total of thirteen hymns were part of this delightful  

and varied program, and about $ 800 were raised  

towards our Roof Fund.  

Thank you for your continuing support!  

Angelic voices from our choir 

Collin Patterson sharing his talent 

Photography by Gordon Drake  

Photo from Revôd Andreas Thiel 


