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At St. Matthewõs  

The Journey 

òWe are called to share Godõs love as we welcome  

and care for our communityó   

The Parish of St. MatthewñThen and Now 

Sapphire Anniversaries  
The Parish Church of St. Matthewõs  

65th Anniversary Celebration 
 

Also celebrating with Mike Ricketts for his wonderful  

Music Ministry to us over the past 45 years 
 

Foundation -  Parish Hall  

1957  

Parish Hall  

1957 

Construction -  

Church    1967  

Hall and Church Building  2005 

Christmas Eve Worship, renewed church 2019  

THEN  

Glenwood 

School  

1955-57  

 

NOW  

Photo at the top - St. Matthewõs, fall 2019; 

and photo left,  

 2020, the Year of  the COVID -19 Pandemic  

Sunday Worship -  

Parish Hall 1950s  

1982 



 

The Rt. Revõd William A.  

Townshend, First Suffragan  

Bishop of Huron  

In Office 1955 - 1967  

(Bishop Toddõs grandfather) 
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The Rt. Revõd Terrance A. Dance 

Twelfth and last Suffragan Bishop 

of Huron  

In Office 2009 - 2015  

The Rt. Revõd George N. Luxton,  

Sixth Bishop of Huron  

In office 1948 -1970  

The Rt Revõd Dr. Todd 

Townshend, Seated as the 

Fourteenth  Bishop of Huron 

on January 25, 2020 

Then and Now -  

Our Bishops and Primates 

The Most Revõd Walter Foster 

Bar foot ,  Archbishop o f 

Edmonton, later of Rupertõs 

Land. Primate from 1951 -1958.  

The Most Revõd Linda Nicholls 

was elected as 14th Primate of 

the Anglican Church of Canada 

in July 2019.  
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A Message from Our Rector 

 I can think of no better way for anyone to begin their celebration than to peruse this 

special edition of The Journey, with itõs many tributes to the people who have gone before us in 

faith. We are particularly blessed to have so many among us who remember quite clearly what it 

was like in those early days: what it was like to be raising families ð or growing up ð in the post-

WWII era. They will tell you about the hundreds of Sunday School students, around which the 

parish was organized; they will tell you about these South Windsor neighbourhoods being 

developed with great energy; they will tell you how the Lordõs Day was widely observed, and how 

area churches were bustling throughout the week with evening classes, lectures and meetings. As 

St. Matthewõs turns 65, these and other recollections are still readily accessible, and so we are 

gifted with a large treasure trove of still-living memories. 
 

 When I was in Palestine/Israel in 2019, I learned that members of the Palestinian Christian 

community frequently refer to themselves as the òliving stonesó. This is, of course, to differentiate 

themselves from the many existing structures constructed of ancient stones. Those structures, 

for all their antiquity, remain mute. Instead, it is the people, with their deep connection to the 

land, and with a collective heritage spanning countless generations, who are able to make the 

history òcome aliveó in a unique way. 
 

 The recollections contained in this volume are from the òliving stonesó of St. Matthewõs. 

Together, they help to keep our history alive, and prevent it from being simply a matter of names 

and dates. The invitation this day ð and in the coming days ð is for us to add our voices and our 

memories to that living history, so that on some future anniversary, others will discover 

themselves to be similarly blessed with a sense of being intimately connected to those who have 

preceded them in faith. 
 

 God has blessed this St. Matthewõs community in countless ways. May 

our ongoing Christian witness be a fitting response to Godõs immeasurable 

Grace!                Blessings, 

 

ñCome to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals 

yet chosen and precious in Godõs sight, and like living 

stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual houseéó 

     (1 Peter 2:4 -5) 

 
 
 

Happy 65th Anniversary, St. Matthewõs community! 

Andreas + 
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Mike Ricketts: 45 Years of Music Ministry at St. Matthewõs 

 THEN ñ In the very early days, The Revõd Grant Darling felt  

that St. Matthewõs should have a choir. A small but joyful group met for 

rehearsals in those homes where pianos were available; Margaret Snelling was 

one of these original members. By 1958, a piano had been obtained to assist 

our excellent choir, under the direction of Al Loney to 

lead us in music. Eventually we were able to purchase an 

organ. Mrs. Loney was our pianist and then organist. In 

1972, Al Loney tendered his resignation as choirmaster, 

but fortunately his son Tom was able to take over the role, 

and also be our organist. In 1974, Tom left to pursue advanced studies at the University of 

Western Ontario. Ron Dosenbach served for a few months but left in 1975. Al and Muriel 

Loney stepped up to the task of keeping music in the services until it was our good luck 

to engage Mike Ricketts , marking the beginning of an association still greatly 

appreciated today, after 45 years.    

 Mike recalls that when he first came to St. Matthewõs in 1975, Beth 

Feletõs father, the late Ted Abey, and Stan Goldspink, were wardens; Stan 

later joined the choir and was a faithful member for more than 20 years. 

Richard Postovit was already a choir member, as well as Beth Felet, who 

along two other young females, had obtained a place for girls in the junior 

choir just a while before Mikeõs arrival.  Kim MacKendrick was President of 

the choir.  Back then, the choir vested in black cassocks and white cottas 

(photo right, top); since the end of the century and the beginning of the 

new Millennium, choristers had switched to white albs (photo right, 

bottom).  In Mikeõs words: òOur choir has always risen to the occasion of 

meeting the liturgical music needs of the parish, and over the years has 

been willing and eager to learn new styles of music to support our evolving 

liturgies.ó  We have made use of three organs (including our current 

Rodgers organ), two pianos, and a Clavinova in the choir room. The choirõs 

numbers have ranged from eight to twenty-two members, with a 

membership of between twelve to fifteen faithful choristers in recent years.   

 Throughout his ministry at St. Matthewõs, Mike has collaborated with three rectors and an interim 

bishop in keeping our music program vital, as well as the commitment of past and current members of our 

choir.      

NowñWe feel truly blessed to have had such an accomplished and dedicated 

musician as our pastoral musician for 45 years.  
 

Thank you, Mike, and HAPPY SAPPHIRE ANNIVERSARY!  

1956 

1982 

2019 

Margaret 

Mike Kim Beth Richard  
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A Brief History of The Parish Church of St. Matthew 

The Church at Glenwood  When World War II ended, the Government of Canada obtained many 

tracts of land to be developed into housing communities for war veterans. One of these tracts included the land 

surrounding the Roseland Golf course, in the then Township of Sandwich West. On November 20, 1949, Bishop 

George N. Luxton issued a Certificate of Organization establishing the Parish of St. James church, Roseland. The 

parish grew so rapidly that in 1954, their rector, The Revõd W.K. Morrison was granted permission to start a 

branch Anglican Sunday School at Glenwood Public School. This was the actual conception of St. Matthewõs 

Parish. On March 20 1955, Mothering Sunday, the first service of worship was conducted at 9:30am 

with attendance of 125  with the school director, Mr. Fitch, in charge of the Service, and The Revõd W.K. 

Morrison as preacher. It was probably difficult for Father Morrison to conduct the services and preach the 

sermon from the centre of the long narrow hall with some of the congregation on the right and some on the left, 

and the choir recessed directly behind. The congregation most likely noticed the posters made by the students, 

perhaps their own children, attached to the walls, particularly to the end wall, for at that time there was only the 

front of the school, all the rest added later.  

A New Parish Church     Due to the increased enrolment at Glenwood and the overcrowded conditions 

at St. James, Mr. Morrison and Bishop Luxton agreed for a second location for Anglican worship to be established. 

At that time a Windsor Electrical Contractor, Mr. Zaleney, was in the process of developing the land between 

Norfolk St. and the Grand Marais drain and, in order to help his financing of the project, he agreed to sell lots on 

the west side of Glenwood running north from Norfolk Ave. This property comprised almost one acre, and was 

serviced by roads and water mains on Norfolk and Glenwood. The committee recommended its purchase for 

$5,000.00 to which Bishop Luxton happily agreed. 

 With growth of the Sunday school to 140 students, and the purchase of property for a 

new church site, it was agreed that church services should also be started; the first regular 

church service was conducted on December 4.  

 On February 12, 1956, after the church service, a meeting was convened to organize a 

new parish, which was to be a second point parish with St. James, with Mr. Morrison as the 

incumbent, but due to Father Morrisonõs health issues, the Bishop decided to establish two 

separate parishes. The Diocese purchased a Rectory on Morris Dr. and on  June 6, 1956 the 

appointed rector, The Revõd Grant Darling, arrived to take over his new charge. 

The Parish Church of St. Matthew    The name of the church was chosen by ballot on June 17, 1956 

from several names suggested by the congregation after a morning service. Names put forward were: St. 

Margaretõs, St. Matthewõs, St. Michael and All Angels, St. John the Baptist and St. Chadõs. The name St. Matthew 

received the most votes and so The Parish Church of St. Matthew  came into being. By this time the St. 

Margaretõs W.A.  (women to work together for the new parish), a B.A.C. (Brotherhood of Anglican Churchmen) and 

an A.Y.P.A. (�$�Q�J�O�L�F�D�Q���<�R�X�Q�J���3�H�R�S�O�H�·�V���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q) had been formed. Formal permission was received from Sandwich 

West School Board for the continued use of Glenwood School. Rental fee of $3.00 plus janitorial fees per Sunday.  

 On October 28, 1956 a sod turning ceremony was held on the 

land acquired with Archdeacon K. Bolton turning the first sod. The first 

confirmation service for St. Matthewõs was held at St. Johnõs, Sandwich 

on December 16, 1956. Christmas services that year were held at 

Southwood schoolõs Gymnasium and Paulin Memorial church. The first 

annual vestry meeting was held on January 20, 1957.  

Continue on next page...  

In the Beginning... 
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