The Journey
At St. Matthew’s
V O L U M E

V I I I

I S S U E

4

A D V E N T / C H R I S T M A S

2 0 2 0

“We are called to share God’s love as we welcome
and care for our community”

A Message From Our Clergy

NEWSLETTER OF

ST. MATTHEW’S
ANGLICAN CHURCH

Comfort & Joy – A Reflection

1600 NORFOLK ST.
WINDSOR, ONTARIO
N9E 1H5

INSIDE THIS
ISSUE:
From Our Parish Council

2

SPECIAL SERVICES

3

Safe Church

4

Gathering Again

5

Our Anglican World

6

Outreach Update

9

Rev’d Cathy’s Corner

11

Important Dates

12

News from the Pews

13

A Blessed Christmas

14

Church
Information

14

“Oh that you would tear the heavens asunder and come down to us, O God.
Come, be with us………….comfort your people……….” Isaiah 64:1 & 40:1
More than ever, the Advent cry from the Prophet Isaiah resonates within our very
being…….’we’ are the Isaiah of 2020, and our cry is an urgent one. We need comfort in
the face of a pandemic and all the hardships created by it. We so yearn to feel that special
joy ….. “Christmas Joy”…..in our hearts. But it may be hard to feel comforted or joyful
when we are feeling the weight of social confinement or feeling un-hugged. So in the face
of ‘all’, I offer a brief reflection.
I think that it is important to acknowledge to oneself that the Christmas season
‘will be’ different this year. We may not ‘like the changes’, but if we take charge and think
outside the box, we can create something uniquely meaningful. I think also that one of the
greatest gifts we can give ourselves is ‘permission’ ……. permission to en-‘joy’ the season
….. to en-‘joy’ our preparations during Advent. Again, nothing can change the fact that a
lot has changed over the past number of months….. that we have given up ‘a lot’ during
these times, or are experiencing a deep loss. As difficult as it may be, it is so very
important to make a conscious decision to give ourselves permission to look for, and be in
touch with, those parts of our lives that offer a promise of joy. Let’s do our best to look
beyond the things that might be bringing us down so that we can be ready and waiting and
open to seeing what is good and joyful around us.
Yes, change during a pandemic is inevitable. But, as the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Justin Welby, said in recent musings, “What has ‘not’ changed is the story and the meaning
of Jesus’ birth. God is with us……with us in the mess as in the good, in the
disappointment and the difficulty, in sorrow and in celebration.”

Yes! Throughout these seasons of Advent and Christmas, God ‘is’ with us.
Wishing you the gifts of “comfort and joy”.
Glenda+

St. Matthew’s 65th Anniversary
and
Gathering Again during COVID19
More on page 5 ...

PAGE

2

From Our Parish Council

May your Christmas season be
filled with joy, love and
compassion for others.

St. Matthew’s Anglican Church
1600 Norfolk Street, Windsor, ON Canada N9E 1H5
(519)969-1510 www.saintmatthewswindsor.ca

November 1, 2020

Re: Managing the COVID-19 Pandemic

Dear St. Matthew’s Parishioners,
We are writing again to thank you for your continued support during these difficult times.
We have been able to gather together for worship since September 27, 2020 in small numbers with
enhanced precautions to comply with public health standards. The process of pre-registration for
Sunday services was cumbersome and time consuming so we have decided to discontinue preregistration. We will re-evaluate as we proceed. So far, there has not been a problem with excess
attendance beyond our restricted capacity of 50, and our parishioners have had no problem sitting
in front of the green markers.
As you are probably aware, unfortunately our annual Christmas Craft and Food Market will
not be able to proceed this year. However, we have had a small group working diligently and we
are pleased to say that our World Famous Meat Pies, otherwise known as tourtière, are available
for sale. Please tell your friends and family about them, we have lots of pies available. Large pies are
$15.00, small pies are $7.00. You can place an order by contacting Sue Trenhaile at
susantrenhaile@hotmail.com or 519- 972-6820.
Our finances remain in reasonably good shape, despite the pandemic. For September, our
income of $9988 compares with our expenses of $14,295 for a loss of $4307. However,
September was a difficult month with extraordinary expenses for a report on designated hazardous
substances within the church, such as asbestos, as required by the Ontario Occupational Health and
Safety Act. On the other hand, our year-to-date figures look better overall. For those figures, our
income of $110,064 was down from the budgeted amount of $131,349, but the expenses were also
down to $104,713 from the budgeted amount of $123,127, and so we were left with a small net
profit of $5360.
In closing, let us remember the thought for today, as we live through the stresses of the
pandemic
“I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands.” Psalm 119:10.
Yours in Christ,

Ann Hucal
Warden
519-734-8660

Gordon Drake
Warden
519-966-4585

Concerning our roof loan, we have interrupted payments due to the pandemic, but
please consider continuing donations towards this fund. The balance is $12,380.
Our Parish Council meetings are usually held on the third Wednesday of the month, starting at
7:30 PM, currently in a virtual conference format due to the pandemic.
For more information, please contact our rector or our wardens.
Auto-deduction giving – Please consider this option, which helps us meet our monthly financial
obligations. To learn more about it, change amount (a small increase can make a big difference!) or switch
from credit card to bank account, please contact Beth Felet, our envelope secretary, at (519) 969-3035.
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Special Services
this Season
NOTE: Due to the COVID19 pandemic, times and viability of services on this
schedule are subject to change.
Please stay informed through our
communication channels (http://www.saintmatthewswindsor.ca and see page 4).

First Sunday in Advent - Nov 29
Second Sunday in Advent - Dec 6
Third Sunday in Advent - Dec 13
Fourth Sunday in Advent - Dec 20

Christmas Eve at St. Matthew's
O Come, All Ye Faithful!
Please join us in celebrating
the birth of our Lord
Thursday, December 24
Two services: 4 pm and 7 pm

Christmas Day
Friday, December 25
10:00 am Eucharist service

Sunday after Christmas
December 27, 10:00 am service only
Photography by Gordon Drake

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS
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Some Cancellations Due to COVID19 Pandemic:
Advent Soup Luncheons, to benefit the Ministry of the Council of the North.
Please check page 9 for other ways to support this important ministry.
St. Matthew’s Christmas Craft and Food Market. Please check page 13 for
meat pie sale information.
St. Matthew’s Christmas Party. This year, let’s stay safe and respect social
distancing.
Sunday Kidz Church and Coffee Hour. Until further notice, to respect social
distancing and safety restrictions.
Second Wednesday Services. Until further notice, same as above.

We have in place different ways of staying in contact
with one another:
1. Sunday Services at 8:00 am and 10:00 am - Limited attendance of 50 people or
less. Please register at the door, and wear nose and mouth covering for the duration
of the service; respect marked seating, and keep a minimum distance of 2 m from
other people. Remember to self-assess before coming to St. Matthew's. If
you are feeling unwell (i.e. cough, sore throat, sniffles), please stay at home
and help keep everyone safe and healthy.

2. Sunday morning video postings - consisting of a brief reflection and prayer, which
can be found here: http://www.saintmatthewswindsor.ca/newsbulletins.
3. A mid-week reflection - Found at the same link as above, offered by clergy, on
Wednesdays at noon.
4. Our St. Matthew's Phone Tree - with leadership from our members of Parish
Council, phone calls are being made with parishioners, sharing information and
bringing back any concerns you might have.
5. St. Matthew’s Facebook - Updates and relevant articles and information regarding
the pandemic.
6. Updated announcements and messages on our diocesan website particularly related to our diocesan church life in light of COVID-19. Please
visit: https://diohuron.org/
Special prayers continue for our clergy, staff, volunteers, and parishioners
who work outside their homes, in the frontlines at hospitals,
and providing other essential services.
For other prayer requests, please call the church: (519)969-1510,
or our rector: (226)345-5085,
or send an e-mail message to: saintmatthewswindsor@gmail.com
THE
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After enduring State of Emergency and Quarantine measures for several months, as imposed by
our City, Province and Federal Government, we were finally able to gather once again, for the
first time, to celebrate St. Matthew’s 65th Anniversary:

Photograph (left) during the 65th Anniversary celebration, our first service during the pandemic;
(right) the special anniversary edition of The Journey was distributed afterwards (also available online.)

This was made possible by the implementation of a long list of modifications in order to keep
everybody safe. Services are now limited to 40-45 minutes in length, with at least one hour in
between, to allow air circulation and disinfecting time with a fogger. Attendance is limited to a
maximum of 50 people. There is mandatory use of masks and sanitizer, as well as no physical contact
and safe 2m distancing at the pews, wafers in lieu of bread and wine for our Eucharist, and one-way
flow along the side corridors and central isle.
We will continue observing the safety measures for as long as necessary, adapting to the new
challenges of the COVID19 pandemic. Thank you for your cooperation and continuing support.

Clergy with face coverings, and distancing, during services
One of our deacon lighting all the candles for
Our Beloved Dead on All Saints’ Sunday
Hand sanitizing before communion
Single cantors and our pastoral musician with face coverings at every
service, while the congregation refrains from singing

Photos by Gordon Drake and Irene Savva
ADVENT/CHRISTMAS
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A Snapshot of Synod 2020

by Carol Caverzan

Presented at St. Matthew’s
on Sunday, November, 2020
The 180th Synod of the Diocese of Huron was held
on Saturday, September 26, 2020. It was a virtual
ZOOM gathering of lay delegates and clergy
from 10 am to 3 pm.
This was my first Synod as the lay-delegate for St. Matthew’s and I thank you for entrusting me
with this role. I had been the lay-delegate for a period of time with my previous church and had
attended Synods ‘in person’ in London. Being in a position to ‘compare’ the two formats, I must say
that while I so appreciated the convenience of participation from my living room, I ‘did’ miss the ‘in
person’. Rev. Glenda and I attended Synod together via my laptop, and took turns brewing tea during
the breaks. It was a very different Synod experience, to say the least.
For this morning, I thought I would simply pull from the 2020 Synod those parts that ‘really’
left my thoughts percolating because the presentations were intriguing or new or they challenged
current realities.
There was the usual voting on motions such as one to amend the “Constitution of the Diocese
of Huron” because it currently does not include a provision for an online, virtual Synod.
There were several presentations by video. Two that I particularly noted were:
- The Justice League of Huron that provided insight into the effect of Climate Change
on Refugees, and, Luke’s Place…….a new way of doing Church, created by the Parish of St. Luke the
Evangelist, situated near King’s College and the University of Western Ontario.
- The parish is now called St. Luke’s Worshipping Community and Luke’s Place
London, a unique ministry of the Diocese of Huron focusing on ministering to college and university
students, hosting programs for them in Christian leadership training. Finally, there was Bishop Todd
Townshend’s Popular Report.
Bishop Todd offered four areas of focus… diocesan priorities from 2020 to 2025. His ‘Strategic
Goal’ is that we shift our central focus from operations to: renewal and new creation. His hope is that we
become more of a learning church, a just church, a diverse church, a new church. He said: “How we
operate, how we function, is very important. However, we can keep this machine running effectively and
efficiently… and still fail to fulfil our primary mission. Especially, where circumstances, like a pandemic, have
put us in survival mode. We spend over 80%, in some cases, 90% of our energy and resources just on keeping
the ‘operation’ going. And it’s getting harder and harder just to operate. Some of this operation was set up
under very different circumstances. And what used to work really well, doesn’t work now.” What Bishop
Todd was proposing was NOT about ‘adding’ more on to what we are already doing. Rather, he
proposed that we review our current mission and ministries….. let go of some things…..and carefully
choose where we invest our time, talent and treasure. Bishop Todd charged Synod with making a real
commitment to focus on a new way of ‘being church’. In doing so, we need to look to our Ancient
attitudes, practices, and habits, and RE-envision them for a new age. Bishop Todd’s hope is that by next
spring or in the fall at the latest, we can commit to some new ways of being; to help us along the way,
Bishop Todd has set a committee to lead us on our journey.
Continue on next page ...
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… Cont. A Snapshot of Synod 2020
If you think of it, we at St. Matthew’s, have already begun to re-visit and re-envision how we
do ‘church’… how we do ministry. Our strategic work has only been intensified, clarified, and
accelerated by the pandemic. The pandemic has been revelatory. This has been a period of building
‘church’ outside of the church building. Even before the pandemic, Rev. Andreas had already created
Second Wednesday, whereby a small group gathered monthly to pray, reflect and deepen their spiritual
life. Second Wednesday is very much in keeping with one of Bishop Todd’s Synod comments: “We
cannot rely on Sunday morning to do it all!”
THE PLAN
So, Bishop Todd’s plan is that we shift the centre of gravity in every congregation of the
Diocese of Huron from operations to renewal and new creation and become:
(1) A learning church – embracing spiritual growth opportunities
(2) A just church - that makes wrongs right, and avoids injustice in the first place
(3) A diverse church- We need to come closer to the diversity of the Anglican Communion as a
whole, and closer to the demographic of our neighbourhoods.
(4) A new church - not the kind of “new and improved” product that you’d find for sale in a store.
This is the deepest, truest, form of “new” possible.
In Bishop Todd’s ‘closing remarks’ he said: “We are in a time of transformation, and, a
certain dying and rising will be the “mystery” and ‘joyride’ of our generation. We are being given an
opportunity to be faithful to God, who is faithful to us.”
My ‘closing remark’ is actually a question that I continue to ponder, particularly in terms of
what has been “new” for us as a worshipping community in recent months. “Is how we do church
and ministry now simply our human response to the constraints of a pandemic, or, is our
response really the work of God, already leading us into something new?”
Carol A. Caverzan, Lay Delegate to Synod

Assumption University, Canterbury College and Iona College
proudly present a special online lecture:

“Christian and Indigenous People Can Co-exist”
by The Hon. Senator Murray Sinclair.
Tuesday, December 1st at 7 pm
Livestreamed at: www.assumptionu.ca/senatorsinclair

Continue on next page ...
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… Cont. Our Anglican World

The Anglican Healing Fund
St. Matthew’s Church was recently able to contribute to The
Anglican Healing Fund. For more than 25 years, the Anglican
Healing Fund has financially supported local, community-led healing
projects for Indigenous communities. As a response to the on-going legacy
of the residential school system, grants from the healing fund are made to
encourage and initiate programs that help healing of language loss, cultural
abuse and other forms of hurt and oppression.
For more information, visit https://www.anglican.ca/healingfund/

Anglican Church
Wall Calendars
These 2021 Church Calendars are now
available, featuring beautiful church buildings
around Canada.
Please speak with Rev’d Glenda to purchase calendars for yourself, or as a
Christmas gift, for $10 each.
What’s buzzing in the religious blogosphere? In this section, we will share
links to websites and blogs with diverse points of view about religion, and everything
related to it. During the COVID-19 pandemic, visit our Diocese of Huron and the
Anglican Church of Canada websites:
https://diohuron.org/covid-19-resource-hub/
https://www.anglican.ca/about/departments/cir/digital-resources/

Have you joined our e-mail communication list? It is the fastest and most
environmentally friendly way to receive communications from our clergy. Enroll at
saintmatthewswindsor@gmail.com
Do you receive “The Journey” by e-mail? You could get your newsletter in PDF in
full colour by joining the e-mail distribution list. Request your subscription at
irene.savva3691@gmail.com
THE
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Due to COVID19 pandemic restrictions, we will
not be able to have our Advent Soup Luncheons this
year, which benefit the Council of the North. However,
The Anglican eStore is introducing Christmas cards, with proceeds going towards
supporting ministries in the Council of the North.
Each set of 12 cards is printed on recycled paper, and
comes with 13 envelopes, wrapped in a paper band
(instead of excess packaging, such as a disposable box).
The cards and envelopes are fully recyclable. There
are two designs to choose from, “Nativity” or
“Winter Church”, as shown, and it is also possible to
Photo from anglican.ca/news/
get a set with six cards of each design.
To support The Council of the North, order your cards now at:
https://anglican.gilmore.ca/en/product/3222af49-3766-46f1-979e-dbed0392667b

The Children’s Aid Society is facing new
challenges this year. Because of pandemic
disruptions, St. Matthew’s will not be having
our usual collection of donated gifts, but we
invite everyone to please consider making
donations directly to the Children’s Aid
Society.
For more information, call 519-252-1171,
ext. 3210 or visit www.wecaf.on.ca
Our Gifts from 2019 (photos from our archives)

In the photos below, a comparison of how our Food Cupboard looked last winter
(December 2019, left) and this fall (Nov 2020, right):

Please remember to bring your donations of dry goods
to fill our Food Cupboard once again!
Photos from Gordon Drake and Irene Savva

Continue on next page ...
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… Cont. Outreach Update
Due to the COVID19 Pandemic, the Marlborough Breakfast Program has been
modified to accommodate the temporary closure of the kitchen facilities. In lieu of a
hot breakfast on Monday mornings, St. Matthew’s started packing snack bags towards
providing for every student in the school. The muffins are still being accepted, as
kindly acknowledged in the thank you letter below. (for more details, see next page.)
Thank you to all who have made monetary or supply donations,
baked muffins, packed snack bags and/or delivered goods for
the new Marlborough School Nutrition Program!

This season, please also remember Hiatus House,
and the South West Detention Centre. Thank you!
THE
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Marlborough Breakfast Programme
With the issue of covid-19, the school has had to cancel the breakfast programme for the
time being. The school’s capacity is about ¾ its regular population of students. Neil
McCauley, the Vice Principal, and Nikki, the co-ordinator, have created an expanded
Nutrition Program for the students. Each day, each class is given a variety of
nutritious snacks to choose from. When he was a teacher at the school, Neil created
an extensive nutrition programme with two nutrition breaks each day. When I spoke with
him in September, I asked what we could do. By the end of September, I received a wish list
from Nikki.
So we started right away with what we had already donated and with some purchases. A
request for muffin bakers went out. Currently there are 19 bakers, 4 delivery people, 2 raisin
baggers, and 2 shoppers. Each week, on Tuesday, 144 individually wrapped muffins, cheese
snacks, and nutrition bars are gathered. Every other week either 130 bags of raisins or 240
cheese strips go as well.
Please read the letter from Neil (previous page), and note how he addresses the folks. He
and the others in the school know and understand that this programme is a ministry of St.
Matthew’s.
Sometime soon I will go shopping for underwear and socks for the children. When is a safe
time for me to do this at Walmart? I find I am nervous being in crowded stores. Let me
know please.
“Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was naked and you gave me
clothing…..when you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my
family, you did it to me.”
Matthew 25: 34-36;40

South West Detention Centre
Further in this bible passage, the king in the parable also talks about “visiting me in prison”.
Our prison ministry has been severely curtailed by the pandemic. No sewing programme
right now. However, we can still bring items into the SWDC, such as: backpacks, cards,
playing cards, soft covered books, jigsaw puzzles, coloured pencils and crayons.

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS
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Celebrating this season:
Birthdays
December

11 – Iris Marie Donlon
13 – Maddie Hancock
14 – Carol Bulley
14 – Patty Paraschak
16 – Andy Hahn
21 – Linda Boyd
22 – Sarah Henderson
22 – Irene Paraschak
25 – Mike Herrington
27 – Helen Cahill
28 – Cory Yednoroz

Anniversaries

January
1 – Dora Donlon
10 – Linda McDonald
13 – Sabrina Weir
13 – Carol Caverzan
15 – Jessica Hitchcock
18 – Mary Davis
18 – Jennifer Hitchcock
27 – Max Hahn
28 – Sophia Savva
29 – Nicole McCabe
30 – Ella Hahn
31 – Erica Rossi

December
21 – Scott & Laurie Ritchie

February
1 – Ann Hucal
1 – Kim MacKendrick
6 – Isabella Chantler
6 – Jennifer Goldspink
8 – Darren Bernard
12 – Mark Bernard
18 – Nadia Taqtaq
22 – Elissa Weir
25 – Edwin Levergood
26 – Neil Cowley
27 – Stephania Allsop

February

5 – Bill & Ginny McAdam

UPCOMING EVENTS AND IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Annual Vestry Meeting 2021 — Information coming soon.

Ash Wednesday— February 17, 2021; 7:00 PM.

T.N.T.

Usually, we reserve the first Friday of the month for our TNT (“Theology ‘n’ Tap” or
“Tap No Theology”) meetings, starting at 6:00 pm, at Cramdon’s Restaurant (2950 Dougall
Ave.) for dinner, or just drinks, or just good conversation and friendship.
Our next T.N.T. night TBA after the end of the COVID-19 Pandemic

Richard Hucal
THE
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We hope to hear
from you soon!

Attention, Meat Pies Available for Purchase!
Our World Famous Meat Pies, otherwise known as tourtières are here!
To place your order, please contact
Sue Trenhaile at (519) 972-6820, or
email susantrenhaile@hotmail.com
To pick up your order, please call
Danielle Richer at (519)972-9058 or
email madricher@yahoo.com.
Payment options are by e-transfers, cheques or cash.
Photo by Irene Savva

Tell all your friends and family, thank you!
The First St. Matthew’s “Talk Exchange” by Carol Caverzan
This exciting monthly virtual gathering was held for the first time on Tuesday, November
17; participants joined remotely by using their computers/devices through the Zoom
platform. The initiative is the brain-child of Rev’d Andreas and was implemented to
promote learning in a social/fun way. Three participants ‘taught’ for two minutes on their
chosen topic while the other participants commented and asked questions. The ‘Talk
Exchange’ is open to all parishioners and their friends. Log in and join the learning and
laughter! Stay tuned for the date of our next T.E.
St. Matthew’s
Legacy Recipe Collection

Our Legacy Recipe book is still available; a great gift for family and
friends, and sure to become a culinary heirloom, the books are printed
in heavy letter size paper with card stock covers.
Price: $15.00/each Contact Irene, Sue, Sandra or Rev’d Andreas

100% of the money collected now goes to our Roof Fund!
Thank you all for your contributions, please keep submitting them to Sue Bernard, Irene Savva or send to
irene.savva3691@gmail.com. Any milestones? Submit a photo for publication! Also, let us know of any
updates needed on the birthday and anniversary page; we apologize for any mistakes or omissions.

The Nativity Scene, shown left and featured on the front page,
is part of the St. Matthew’s Chrismon Collection. The name
Chrismon comes from the Latin words Christi monogrammus
(Christ’s name or emblem). Chrismon Trees are decorated with
gold and white Chrismons, and lit with tiny white lights to represent
the Light of Christ. In 1979, our chancel guild decided to create a
Chrismon tree for our parish.
Photo by Gordon Drake
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A Blessed Christmas to All!
“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord” Luke 2:11

Façade, and detail of painting, The Lyon Cathedral (Cathédrale Saint-Jean-Baptiste de Lyon). This
Roman Catholic cathedral is dedicated to Saint John the Baptist, and is the seat of the Archbishop of
Lyon. (Place Saint-Jean in Lyon, France; photos from Gabriela Savva, 2020)

Sunday Services:
8:00 am & 10:00 am
Attendance limited to 50 people or less
Remember to self-assess before coming to
St. Matthew's. If you are feeling unwell
(i.e. cough, sore throat, sniffles), please
stay at home and help keep everyone safe
and healthy.

Sunday morning video postings:
http://www.saintmatthewswindsor.ca/newsbulletins.

A mid-week reflection:
Same link as above, Wednesdays at noon.

St. Matthew’s Church
1600 Norfolk St. Windsor, ON N9E 1H5
Phone: (519)969-1510
E-mail address:
saintmatthewswindsor@gmail.com

Rector:
The Reverend Andreas Thiel
Cellphone (226)345-5085
(Monday is our rector’s day off)
Deacons:
The Reverend Cathy MacKendrick
The Reverend Glenda M. Fisher
Visit our website
http://www.saintmatthewswindsor.ca
Check out “The Journey” in full colour,
and our Facebook
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