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Christ  

is risen,  

Alleluia!  

Holy Land page 5 ... 

    Perhaps you noticed that our Sunday worship took on a simpler tone throughout 

the season of Lent.  Gone were the flowers in the sanctuary. Gone were the spoken 

and sung ôAlleluiasõ. Gone was the concluding Doxology (Glory to God, whose power, 

working in usé). Doing away with these things was our way of observing a liturgical 

fast; a fast that now comes to an end as we share the Easter greeting: Alleluia! 

Christ is risen. The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! Our Lenten fast is over; it is 

now time for us to feast. In these fifty days of Easter, we feast on the sight and smell of 

flowers. We feast on delicious food and drink. We feast on special visits with loved 

ones. And most importantly, we feast on the good news of Jesus Christ: risen from the 

dead, vindicated, exalted, and restored to glory in the heavenly realms, where the Lord 

prepares a place for us. Alleluia!   In my years as a seminarian, I undertook a student 

placement at St. Paulõs, Stratford, a parish family that made regular use of the 1962 

Book of Common Prayer. I came away from that experience with a heightened 

appreciation for the phrasing and cadences of the English language from an earlier era. 

Thomas Cranmer (Archbishop of Canterbury from 1533 to 1555) is credited with 

crafting many of the prayers found in the Book of Common Prayer, including the 

Collect for Easter Day. I share it now, along with the hope that it will provide yet 

another way for us to celebrate as we feast on the joyful Easter message.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

May the risen One fill you with an abundance of grace and peace!  

Andreas + 

Almighty God, who through thine only begotten 

Son Jesus Christ hast overcome death,  

and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life:  

We humbly beseech thee, that as by thy 

special grace thou dost put into our minds good desires,  

so by thy continual help we may bring the 

same to good effect; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 

Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 

Jerusalem Sunday 
page 7 ... 

Episcopal Visit 
with the Rite 

of  
Confirmation 
 pages 6 and 11... 
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From Our Parish Council 

    Our Parish Council meetings are usually held on the third Wednesday of the 

month, starting at 7:00 PM.   Next meeting: In the choir room, at 7 p.m. on 

Wednesday, April 19, 2023.  Parishioners are always welcome to join as observers.   

Our finances have taken a hit over the last few years, and we 

continue in a deficit while facing increasing costs. However, 2022 saw a 10% increase in the number 

of donors, and a 7% increase in donation amounts. Currently, we are encouraged to see further 

increases in donations, which coupled with the financial success of the Pancake Supper (see next 

page) leaves us feeling hopeful.  We are planning three more community fund raising 

events. A Rummage Sale will be held on Saturday June 3; a Used Book Sale, and the Christmas 

Craft & Food Market will both be held in the fall.  As for Volunteering, it has been wonderful to 

see the re-emergence of many of the practices we lost during Covid. At our last Parish Council 

Meeting, we discussed the need to reinstate Sidesperson Teams (see below), and to form an active 

Property Committee, with the roof and the state of the parking lot being identified as priorities. 

Getting involved is a wonderful way to contribute, and there is an immediate opportunity to join 

both of these Ministries. At our Vestry Meeting, Andreas asked us to reflect on the Bishopõs letter 

in which he spoke of all being worn out by the events of the last few years, but to look at it as a 

chance for renewal. His words resonated with many of us. Last month, Bishop Townshend joined 

us in worship and celebrated the Confirmation of Davny and Luiz Montebello (see page 6). This 

service included a renewal of our Baptismal Covenant.  Hopefully, as a parish, we can begin to feel 

rejuvenated instead of weary.  

     Itõs the beginning of a new Easter season, and we are looking forward to a 

wonderful spring and summer!                                                   Louise & Jennifer  

SIDESPERSON MINISTRY - WE NEED YOU!!! A version of this Ministry has been functioning 

behind the scenes over the past few years, but is now returning to play a more visible role in our 

services. We will not be returning to passing the collection plate therefore each team will need only 

three members. The role of greeting fellow parishioners and making guests feel welcome is an 

important one. Similarly the responsibility of counting and tabulating the collection is vital to our 

financial well being. Processing the Gifts to the altar on behalf of the congregation is a symbolic 

gesture that will be making its return. If you sign up to be a Sidesperson/Greeter there is no need to 

handle the money at all if you donõt wish to. If you sign up to be a Sidesperson/Collection Supervisor, 

there is no need to arrive early if you donõt wish to. You can choose which aspect of the job you 

prefer, or you can opt to play multiple roles. Have I convinced you yet? Please speak to me if you 

would like to join the team.  We have plenty of room. The more people involved the more 

flexible and less demanding the commitment will be.                                  Louise   (519-564-0205) 

A Letter from Our Wardens: 

  Happy Spring to All!  My name is Louise Davis, and I am your new Warden, 

along with returning Warden Jennifer McAlpine. Various life events, a move from 

the area, and of course Covid, all combined to limit my regular attendance over the 

last few years. Since my return to more consistent in-person worship, two things 

are apparent; sadly, there are a lot of missing friends, an inevitable result of passing 

time, but also, there are many new faces and signs of growth in our parish. I choose 

to focus on the latter and this is my chance to introduce myself to all our newer 

parishioners. Iõve been a member of St. Matthewõs since 1992, primarily involved 

with the Sunday School. After all this time, it seems I am graduating to work with 

the grown-ups; Iõll let you know next February whether it turned out to be more, or 

less, challenging!  

Louise with husband 

Roger, at last yearõs 

Mega Book Sale 
Photo by Gordon Drake        
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Lenten Season at St. Matthewõs 

 

LENTEN GROUP ñ Led by Revõd Andreas, reflections on a series of daily meditations 

for the Lenten season, took place every Sunday in Lent, considering recurrent themes in 

Jesusõ parables from the book òOrganic GodñLenten Meditations on the Words of 

Jesusó by Kate Moorehead     

   Lent being a season for reflection and self examination, we read these meditations each day and 

nine of us, including Andreas, came together on Sunday, right after our Fellowship Hour/Lenten 

Soup Luncheons, to share how these daily meditations spoke to us. This way, the readings 

brought insight not only to each one of us, but to all the others, as well as a growing 

understanding of how God works differently in each of our lives.  For example, they brought a 

true meaning of Christõs words in John 15, "I am the true vine", with each one of us being the 

branches.  As the vine has different seasons - planting, sowing, pruning, growing and harvesting of 

the fruit, we as a group were there at different stages in our lives, and with different needs, yet 

coming together, sharing, listening with a feeling of trust and true caring. Being able to share in 

this atmosphere can and did bring some healing. 
 

   Andreas emphasized one of the passages, "You may have no idea of the difference that you 

have made in a persons life." I think we found this to be true during the sharing of this book. 

Growing a little more spiritually, and realizing our value to each other, and to God. Remaining 

rooted in Christ, we know His love and His faithfulness.       Jean Muhleisen 

 

 Ash Wednesday, February 22 ñ Holy 

Eucharist with the Imposition of 

Ashes.  This year, two services were 

offered, at 10:00 am and 7:00 pm.  

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper        February 21 

Continue on next page é  All photography on this page by Gordon Drake        

Seasoned cooks were single-handedly 

producing batch after batch of piping hot 

and delicious pancakes (puns intended).  

Skillful servers promptly offered the 

yummy discs to happy attendants, along 

with bacon and sausages, while other 

helpers were in charge of syrup, sauces, 

hot beverages, and even desserts, as well 

as of taking the best care of our guests.  A 

buzzing hall, full of happy people with 

equally full tummies, added up to a very 

successful evening, with over $1,900 in 

good-will offerings. THANK YOU ALL!  

E A S T E R  2 0 2 3  
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Our weekly Lenten Soup Luncheons raised a total of $1,640.55, this year.  All 

proceeds going to the Primateõs World Relief and Development Fund (PWRDF). 

Many thanks for your generous donations!  

 

 Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday    April 2 

 

é  Lenten Season 

Back this year:   The Triduum  
     April 6 - Maundy Thursday           

     April 7 - Good Friday                    

     April 8 - Saturday Easter Vigil     

 

Our Journey from Darkness into Light  

T H E  J O U R N E Y  

These photos from our archives      

Our Choir is Back!           By Gordon Drake 
   After three long years of absence, the St. Matthew's choir has finally 

started up again, following the pandemic. As you may have noticed, a 

small group of cantors had continued practicing and singing during that 

time, but now that we are at full strength, we can enjoy singing together 

in harmony once more. Our Music Director, Mike Ricketts, was equally 

excited, and he had a full range of plans for the upcoming performances, especially the 

one on March 26, when Bishop Todd would be present. 

   The weekly rehearsals were a welcome interruption to the normal busy 

schedules of our lives.  The first rehearsal and performance, on March 2 and 5, 

respectively, were heartwarming. The members were excited to see each 

other, and were full of energy and enthusiasm. We were glad to welcome new 

members from the former St. Jamesõ choir, especially Gracie, our youngest new 

member. We went through the upcoming hymns and anthem. Mike was 

impressed by how much we had retained despite the long hiatus. 

   As the weeks went by, the choir continued to rehearse, and 

performances were more incredible than ever before. The congregation 

was thrilled, with a sense of comfort and hope after these difficult times 

that we all shared. The choir's beautiful singing, and Mike's musical 

accompaniment, helped to lift everyone's spirits and bring back a sense of 

normalcy to our worship services. The choir performance during Bishop 

Todd's visit, on March 26, turned out to be a highlight that brought high compliments and praise. 

   The pandemic has been a challenging time for everyone, but the return of the St. Matthew's choir is 

a clear sign that things are slowly returning to normal. The choir members are grateful to be back 

doing what they love, to continue the mission of bringing joy and spiritual nourishment through 

music, enhancing our worship services. 

Photos on this page by Gordon Drake and Irene Savva 

Gordon Drake 

Choir back, March 5 

Mike Ricketts 

Photos on page 12 

See ñPrayer and Musicò, on page 7  

Cantors, March 26 
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 Last November, Alan and I embarked on a cruise from Athens to Mumbai. Our first port of 

call was in Haifa, Israel. From here we left in a convoy of six buses and a police escort for a twelve-

hour-long day, visiting Bethlehem and Jerusalem.   

 After crossing into the West Bank, we drove to The Church of The 

Nativity ; I was overwhelmed at the thought of arriving at the place where Jesus 

was born. This is a UNESCO World Heritage site, and one of the oldest working 

churches in existence today. Inside the church, which is overseen by several 

denominations, were hundreds of other tourists; nevertheless, we were able to 

stand and say a private prayer in front of the altar which was built over the caves 

or grotto where tradition suggests Jesus was born (picture right). I was 

disappointed that we were not allowed to descend the steps to the actual place, 

but we were above it.  

 From Bethlehem, we drove to Jerusalem. Our first stop was to view the 

Garden of Gethsemane from above on the Mount of Olives  (picture 

right). Beside Gethsemane is the Church of All Nations or the Basilica of the 

Agony. This church was built (renovated numerous times) over the rock where 

Jesus and his disciples prayed after the Last Supper, and before his arrest. I was 

able to touch that rock and pray.    

We walked part of the Via Dolorosa (the Way of 

Suffering), the path where it is believed Jesus walked from 

his place of judgement, to the site of his crucifixion, marked by the Stations of 

the Cross . Nine stations are outside, and five are inside the Holy Sepulchre 

Church. Pictured (left) is Station Five , where Simon of Cyrene helped Jesus 

carry the cross. 
 

 The next stop was at the Holy Sepulchre Church, with many people 

waiting outside and inside the church. It contains two holy sites: the site where 

Jesus was crucified at Calvary or Golgotha, and the place where he was buried 

and Resurrected (Jesusõ tomb.) After entering the church, we had to wait our 

turn to go up a narrow staircase to see the Crucifixion Altar, station twelve 

(picture right). Tradition places the erection of the cross and the death of Jesus in 

the eastern part of the nave. Station thirteen is the Stone of the Anointing or 

Unction where the body of Jesus was taken down from the Cross and anointed.  I 

was able to touch this rock and pray. Station fourteen is the Rotunda containing 

the Holy Sepulchre (Christõs tomb) where Jesusõs body was placed, and site of the 

Resurrection. We stood outside, as this area was disappointingly locked by the 

Greek Orthodox Church. 

 The last part of our journey was spent at the crowded Western or Wailing Wall. This was 

the Jewish Sabbath Day so was full of hundreds of people singing and dancing traditional music. The 

Temple Mount or Dome of the Rock was visible above the wall along with military keeping watch over 

everyone. This was a long, but exhilarating day!  
 

 As we celebrate our Easter services and traditions this season, this very 

memorable time in Bethlehem and Jerusalem has certainly deepened my 

Anglican faith.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

A Blessed Easter to All! Christ is Risen, Alleluia! 

Our Journey to The Holy Land  
Text and Photography by Sue Trenhaile 
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Our Anglican World 

 

Grea t  i n fo rma t ion  du r ing 

announcements from our new 

PWRDF representative, Jane 

Buttery (left).  Also, check out her 

display in the church hall (right).  

For more on the Primateõs World  

Relief and Development Fund visit: 

https://pwrdf.org  

Episcopal Visit with The Rite of Confirmation ñ   March 26, 2023 

Continue on next page é  Photos on this page by Gordon Drake and Irene Savva 

    On this very special day, The Rt. Revõd R. Todd 

Townshend presided our Sunday Service, during his 

first visit to St. Matthewõs as Bishop of Huron.  Sponsor 

Carol Caverzan presented Davny and Luiz Montebello 

for Confirmation; Davny and Luiz renewed their trust in 

Jesusõ grace and love, and embraced the Anglican faith, as 

the congregation witnessed, and committed to support 

them in their life in Christ. 

Photo below, from left:  Sponsor Carol 
Caverzan, Davny & Luiz Montebello, 
Bishop Todd Townshend, and our rector, 
The Revôd Andreas Thiel. 

More on page 11 é  

   It was both an honour and a pleasure to worship together with Bishop Todd, as well as his son Seth, 

who was accompanying him.  After the service, they also joined the congregation for our Lenten Soup 

Lunch, and celebratory cake, in the  church hall.   

Revõd Andreas shared the following message, received from Bishop Todd, the day 

after the service:   òAndreas, yesterday was a blessing to all who participated. Seth and I 

will remember it for a long time. Thank you for your gentle and competent leadership and 

hospitality. God is good!ó 
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 This yearõs Essex Deanery Golf Tournament  

is scheduled for Monday, June 19  

Proceeds help to fund the Youth Ministry in our Deanery  

More information and registration coming soon  
 

Currently, The Essex Deanery Golf Tournament Trophy sits at 

St. Matthewõs!  Photo, from left, our 2022 winning team: (Scott Millar 

not pictured), Joe Molnar and returning champions, Jess Dixon and John 

Rossi, accepting trophy from Revõd Andreas.  

!ăăôýăøþý !ûû 'þûõôāĂˉˉˉ 

Photo by Irene Savva 

é  Our Anglican World 

Please join the Revõd Andreas Thiel, former 

professional musician and rector of St. 

Matthewõs from the Diocese of Huron, to 

explore together how music in our liturgies 

and in our lives, both serves and enhances our 

prayers.   
 

- Please join us in person at 9:30 am for 

refreshments. 

- Afternoon workshops will be designed to put 

some of what we will hear in the morning and 

afternoon sessions, into practice. 

 

   Jerusalem & Holy Land Sunday: May 21, 2023  
 

 

Every year, for a decade now, Anglican (and Lutheran) 

congregations have offered prayers for the Christian witness in 

the Holy Land.  In addition, donations are collected, to support the multi-

faceted ministry in the Diocese of Jerusalem; this year, donations will be 

channeled to support the childrenõs trauma healing programs of the Al Ahli 

Arab Hospital, in Gaza.  Thank you for your support!    
                      For more, visit: https://www.anglican.ca/gr/provinces/jerusalem/companions/ 

Whatõs buzzing in the religious blogosphere? Visit our Diocese of Huron, and the Anglican 

Church of Canada websites:  https://diohuron.org  

    https://www.anglican.ca  

And for other very good resources, also check out these websites:  

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada https://elcic.ca/   

Date of Easter (How is it calculated?)   https://www.anglican.ca/ask/faq/easter/  

To register, please contact: The Revõd Ann Webber at 226-373-1391 

The 183rd Synod of the Diocese of Huron  

London, ON       May 28 -29, 2023 
 

From:   https://diohuron.org/resources/synod-resources 


